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A 


REVIEW 

OF  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE,  &c. 


INTRODUCTION. 

SO  much  has  been  written,  both  by 
furgeons  and  phyficians,  concerning 
the  Venereal  Direafe>  and  fo  much  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  known  by  every  quack,  and 
apothecary's  apprentice,  about  its  treat- 
ment that  it  may  be  thought  prefump- 
tuous,  or  at  leaft  fuperfluous,  to  fay  more 
upon  the  fubjedl.  But  nothing  certainly 
can  be  fo  effeiftual  an  obftrudlion  to  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge  in  general,  as  an 

B  opinion 


[  2  ] 

opinion  that  no  room  is  left  for  farther 
improvement.  Long  and  large  experience 
has  convinced  me,  that  this  particular 
branch  does  ftill  admit  of  a  great  deal  j 
and  the  dreadful  confequences  arifing  from 
the  grofs  ignorance  of  many  praftitioners, 
as  well  as  from  the  fhameful  impofitions 
of  not  a  few,  are  every  day  but  too  appa- 
rent. What  increafes  the  mifchief  ex- 
ceedingly, is  the  inattention  of  the  pa- 
tients themfelves  to  their  own  health,  no 
lefs  than  their  indifference  about  the  wel- 
fare of  their  pofterity.  On  thefe  accounts, 
I  find  myfelf  prompted  to  communicate 
my  obfervations  on  this  difeafe,  in  hopes 
of  rendering  it  lefs  deftrudive  to  mankind,- 
by  enabling  each  individual,  who  unhap- 
pily labours  under  it,  to  judge  whether 
he  is  in  fkilful  and  honeft  hands,  or  the 
contrary. 

Whatever  deference  is  due  to  writers  of 
reputation,  in  thofe  particular  cafes,  where 

the 
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the  rules  by  them  laid  down  for  ^  the  ma- 
.ijgement  of  difeafes  remain  to  this  day 
tlie  beft  ftandard  of  pradicej  that  very  de- 
ference will  prove  a  falfe  guide,  if  extends- 
ed  to  fubjedts  where  the  lights,  which 
they  had  acquired,  were  in  reality  but  the 
dawn  of  what  is  now  more  fully  known. 
It  muft  therefore  be  of  confequence  to 
guard  beginners  in  the  healing  art  againft 
an  implicit  reliance  even  on  the  greateft 
profefTors. 

Warwick-ftreet,  Weftminfter, 
March  31,  1777- 


SECTION  I. 

Opi?2ions  of  the  moji  celebrated  writers  on 
this  difeafe, 

T^R.  Sydenham  has  juftly  acquired  the 
^  higheft  rank  in  the  profeffion  of 
phyfic  3  and  to  his  capacity,  equalled  only 
his  candour,  I  bow  with  refped.    But  - 
B  2  that 
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that  great  man,  it  is  very  certain,  has  zd-. 
vanced  pofitions  on  this  point,  which  do 
not  well  agree  with  our  prefent  knowledge 
of  it.    According  to  him,  the  cure  of  a 
clap  depends  wholly  on  purging  medi- 
cines, by  which  the  peccant  humour  is 
difcharged,  or  a  diverfion  is  made  of  the 
natural  juices,  that  might  otherwife  feed 
tjie  difeafe.    Any  purgative  long  perfe- 
vered  in,  he  believes,  will  be  fuccefsful, 
but  efpecially  the  more  draflic  kinds ;  and 
he  particularly  recommends,  a  form  of  that 
fort  to  be  taken  daily,  for  the  firft  twelve 
or  fourteen  days,  or  more.  Neverthelefs, 
fo  far  as  I  have  had  opportunities  of  ob- 
ferving,  I  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  either 
in  delicate,  or  irritable  habits,  nothing 
tends  fo  directly  to  keep  up  the  cordee,  tp 
bring  on  ftrangury  and  fever,  or  to  pro- 
duce fwelled  tefticles,  as  draflic  and  daily 
purging,   though  even  of  the  mercurial 
Jcinjl.    But  who  would  not  guard,  if  pof- 

fible. 


[si 

fible,  againfl  every  one  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms  ?  The  lafl  in  particular,  that  of 
fwelled  tefticles,  feems  ro  me  in  its  con- 
f^quences  the  moft  formidable  that  can 
befall  the  patient,  and  the  moft  trouble- 
fome  to  the  praditioner  ;  whether  you 
fpeak  of  his  reputation  which  is  concerned 
to  prevent,  or  of  the  flcill  which  is  re- 
quired to  conquer  it,  and  to  put  a  flop  to 
the  terrible  inroads  it  makes  on  the  con- 
stitution. 

To  proceed  with  our  admired  author 
he  does  not  prefcribe  bleeding,  even  in 
fanguine  temperaments,  and  where  the 
complaint  is  obftinate,  till  after  a  month's 
purging  ;  'f  left,  %s  he,  it  fhould 
**  throw  the  difeafe  into  the  habit."  But 
now,  if,  during  this  purgation  for  a  month, 
the  ftrangury,  continual  cordee,  watchful- 
nefs,  or  fever,  occafioned  by  fo  heating  a 
method  of  cure,  even  in  fpite  of  a  fevere 
pourfe  of  dietj  if  thefe  evils,  I  fay,  are 

not 
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not  alleviated  by  bleeding,  opiates,  and 
abflinence  from  meat,  which  laft  he  does 
not  require,  what  are  the  confequences  ? 
A  fever  fupervenes,  by  which  the  flow  of 
the  virulent  matter  from  the  urethra  is 
ftopt,  and  the  difeafe  is  blended  with  the 
conftitution  ;  or  there  is  produced  in  the 
teflicles  a  fwelling,  of  which  the  refolution 
is  tedious,  difficult,  and  full  of  danger. 

Another  polition  of  this  celebrated 
writer  is,  that  purging  is  every  thing 
here,  and  that  in  this  difeafe,  if  in  any, 
it  may  be  faid,  "  He  cures  well  who 
"  cleanfes  well."  On  fuch  authority, 
who  would  not  be  tempted  to  trufl  to 
purging  alone,  and  even  to  carry  it  to  the 
utmoft  ?  How  often  have  I  done  fo,  till 
I  was  taught  better,  and  emboldened  by 
experience  to  fet  afide  the  authority  of 
even  a  Sydenham  ;  by  following  whom, 
in  this  inftance,  I  had  the  mortification 
to  find  my  patients  declining  daily,  and 

groaning 
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groaning  under  a  tedious  gleet  without  any 
relief ! 

He  adds  indeed,  **  If  the  method  above 

mentioned  does  not  facceed  in  flopping 
'*  the  gonorrhoea,  it  may  be  done  more 
*'  effedually  by  a  ftrong  purge  ;  or,  if 
^'  that  fliould  likewife  fail,   by  two  or 

thrae  dofes  of  turpeth  mineral  at  proper 
"  intervals,  or  elfe  by  a  large  dofe  of  ca- 

lomel  twice  a  week."  All  thefe  how- 
ever I  maft  in  general  difapprove,  as  fcarce- 
ly  fuited  to  any  but  the  mofl  robuft  con- 
flitutions. 

After  this  he  has  recourfe  to  turpentine 
medicines,  and  the  drying  balfams ;  but 
without  fpecifying  fufficiently  when  they 
may  be  ufed  with  fafety,  notwithftanding 
he  feems  fo  well  aware  of  the  rifk  the 
patient  runs  of  falling  into  a  confirmed 
pox,  from  the  peccant  humours  not  be- 
ing properly  carried  off  by  purgatives, 
in  conftitutions  where  there  is  an  anti- 
pathy 
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pathy  to  thefe,  or  a  difficulty  of  being 
purged. 

As  to  his  notion  that  the  hardnefs  in 
the  prepuce,  or  the  ulceration  brought 
upon  that  part,  or  under  it,  is  to  be 
cured  by  fomentations,  and  mucilaginous 
or  oily  applications  alone,  or  even  by  the 
mercurial  preparation  of  precipitate  mixed 
with  a  foftening  ointment ;  I  mufl:  needs 
fay,  that  I  do  not  find  it  correfpond  with 
fadl,  having  feen  poxes  often  fuperin- 
duced  by  this  laft  application  ;  I  mean, 
where  the  antivenereal  courfe'  has  not 
been  firfl  regularly  purfued.  In  that  cafo 
indeed,  the  method  I  fpeak  of  will  foften 
the  praeputium,  and  enable  the  patient  to 
return  it  3  or  the  fame  thing  may  be  ef- 
fe(fted  by  the  leaden  canula  contrived 
and  recommended  by  Fallopius,  to  which 
I  have  been  frequently  forced  to  have  re- 
courfe,  when  all  the  ulcers  had  difap- 
peared. 


t   9    ]  „ 
With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
fwelled  tefticle ;  Dr.  Sydenham  does  not 
give  the  leafl;  hint,  that  mercurial  appli- 
cations, or  preparations,  are  often  necef- 

i 

fary  to  f.=cure  the  patient  from  the  pocky 
confequences  of  inflammations  which  hap- 
pen frequently  in  that  tender  part. 

But  to  conclude  the  ftridures  whicli 
juftice  to  my  fubjeft  has  oblis^ed  me^ 
however  unwilling,  to  make  on  this  truly 
great  man  ;  the  principal  objedion  to  his 
method  of  treating  the  confirmed  pox* 
is  his  trufting  for  the  cure  to'  fo  fmall  a 
quantity  of  the  quickfilver  rubbed  on  at 
firft  to  raife  a  falivation,  and  his  depend- 
ing on  alteratives  afterwards  given  in- 
wardly to  keep  it  up  :,  for  I  doubt  not 
of  being  able  to  demonflrate  in  the  proper 
place,  that  the  fecurity  does  not  arife 
from  the  falivation,  fo  much  as  from  the 
quantity  of  quickfilver  neceffary  to  ex- 
tinguiOi  the  fymptoms; 


Dr.  Boerhaave,  after  thirty  fix  yearsf 
clofe  attention  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  ac- 
knowledges, that,  in  a  number  of  cafes, 
he  was  ftill  uncertain  about  the  befl  me- 
thod of  treating  it ;  and  that  the  leaft  cir- 
cumftance  mifmanaged,  or  overlooked,  was 
produdive  of  complaints  which  he  could 
not  conquer. 

After  fo  candid  an  acknowledgement, 
may  I  not  hope  to  be  forgiven  by  the 
Boerhaavian  fchool,  juflly  refpedable  for 
having  bred  many  who  are  now  among 
the  brighteft  ornaments  of  their  profeffion, 
if  I  take  the  liberty  to  difpute  feveral  of 
that  great  rhan's  opinions  in  relation  to 
this  difeafe ;  lince  it  cannot  feem  ftrange, 
that  the  experience  of  thirty  fix  years  more, 
which  have  elapfed  from  the  time  he  made 
the  obfervation  above  mentioned,  fhould 
have  thrown  fuch  light  on  fome  particu- 
lars, as  (hews  him  to  have  been  miftaken 
on  a  fubjedt  which  by  his  own  confeflion 
he  found  fo  difficult  ? 
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I  bep-in  with  ohfervin?,  that  his  maxim 
of  mercurial  medicines  being  never  ne- 
celTary  in  his  firfl:  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea, 
does  not  hold  univerfally,  it  being  certain 
that  the  pox  has  taken  place,  and  been 
communicated  to  the  wife,  after  the  moft 
regular  treatment  upon  his  plan;  probably 
indeed  owing  to  the  patient^s  having  con- 
traded  this  firft  fpecies  from  a  woman  who 
was  poxed. 

In  his  fecond  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhoea, 
attentive  obfervers  muft  have  often  feen 
the  difeafe  creep  into  the  inguinal  glands, 
during  a  courfe  of  brifk  purging,  accom- 
panied with  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
for  two  whole  months,  although  the  run- 
ning has 'not  received  the  leaft  check  what- 
foever. 

With  refpedt  to  his  third  fpecies,  where 
the  complaint  aifedts  Cowper's  glands  of 
the  urethra,  he  remarks  that  the  fuccefs 
of  the  cure- depends  entirely  on  the  whole 

C  2  of' 
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of  the  infectious  matter  flowing  off*  by 
means  of  the  difcharge  3  but  he  does  not 
fpecify  when  mercurials  are  to  be  ufed, 
though  he  obferves  very  juftly,  that  the 
fevere  remedy  of  a  fdivation  becomes  here 
often  neceffary. 

To  his  do6trine  concerning  the  fourth 
fpecies,  where  the  proftate  gland  is  af- 
feded,  I  fhould  have  no  objection,  as  he 
recommends  a  falivation  at  once ;  provided 
he  gave  any  caution  about  the  impropriety 
of  trufting  to  the  purging  courfe  mixed 
with  mercurials,  by  which  the  effedts  of 
inercury  on  the  difeafe  are  alway>s  weak- 
ened; or  provided  he  defcribed  the  powers 
which  belong  to  decodions  of  farfa,  or 
balfamic  drinks. 

As  to  his  fifth  and  lafl:  fort  of  gonor- 
rhcea,  where  Morgagni's  glands,  and  the 
feminal  yeficles,  &c.  are  alfeded,  we  muft 
neceffarily^  difapprove  of  his  refling  the 
patient's  relief  from  this  miferable  ftate 

on 
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on  plafters,  ointments,  fomentations, 
poultices,  the  knife,  the  fweating  box, 
diet  drinks,  abftinence,  and  fevere  fali- 
vations  ;  without  recommending,  what 
we  have  generally  found  neceffary  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment 
fo  moderately  applied  as  not  to  break 
down  the  habit,  or  of  Peruvian  bark, 
open  air,  milk  diet,  and  the  foft  decoc- 
tions. 

We  come  now  to  his  general  maxims 
for  the  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox.  This, 
he  tells  us,  confifts  in  drawing  off  all  the 
fat  of  the  body,  even  to  the  laft  particle  ; 
in  which  fat,  according  to  his  theory, 
the  whole  poifon  of  the  venereal  malady 
is  lodged.        For,"  continues  he,  if 

the  leaft  particle  remains,  there  is  rea- 
"  fon  to  fear  a  relapfe ;  fo  that,  unlefs 

the  oils  of  the  body,  and  this  poi- 

fon  concreted  in  them,  are  entirely 
f*  diffolved,  and  purged  off,  you  can  ne- 

**  ver 
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ver  (if  the  direafe  is  inveterate)  have  a 
radical  cure,  but  only  the  appearance 
'*  of  one,  fuch  as  you  v^ill  repent  your 
having  trufted  to,  very  heartily.  Now 
*'  the  effeds  here  required  are  to  be  pro- 
"  duced  by  mercury;  on  whofe  adlion 
"  however  you  are  not  to  rely,  unlefs 
**  you  reduce  all  the  fat  humours  into 
"  water,  expel  them  completely,  and 
"  with  them  wafh  off  entirely  the  ve- 
"  nereal  poifon/'.  What  is  the  infer- 
ence ?  "  That,  in  order  to  be  properly 
**  cured  of  the  pox,  the  patient  muft  be 
**  fed  on  the  ieanefl  foods,  kept  in  a 
**  great  and  continued  heat,  reduced  to 
"  the  palenefs  of  a  corpfe ;  in  a  word, 
"  totally  emaciated,  and  the  cure  pro- 
**  traded,  till  he  has  got  rid  of  all  his  old 

juices.  If  this  counfel  is  not  faithfully 
**  followed  in  curing  him  ;  and  if,  after 
"  you  have  cured  him,  you  do  not  re- 

ftrain  him,  for  a  month  or  two  longer, 

froni 
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from  fat  things  of  the  pufrefcent  kind  j 

you  will  have  caufe  to  regret  youi* 
"  having  fubjedled  him  in  vain  to  the 

torture  of  fo  fevere  a  courfe,  fince  there 
**  will  be  ftill  fome  relics  of  the  difeafe 

lurking  in  the  body,  and  buried  there 
"  only  for  a  time,  to  rife  again  with  new 

flrength  and  violence." 

On  reading,  many  years  ago,  the  above 
theory  of  this  eminent  phyfiologift,  ,  I 
concluded  from  fo  high  an  authority,  that 
the  difeafe  could  not  be  cured  radically 
by  any  other  method,  and  accordingly  fet 
about  treating  the  more  ftubborn  cafes  in 
his  way ;  till  I  difcovered  that,  notwith- 
ilanding  the  firmeft  adherence  to  it,  there 
frequently  remained  in  the  groins  fuch  ob- 
ftinate  and  ill  looking  fores,  as  were  not 
to  be  healed,  till  the  natural  balfam  of 
the  blood*  was  reftored  by  freer  living, 

by 

*  By  the  natural  balfam  of  the  blood  being  re- 
Horcd,  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean,  fuch  a  itate 

of 
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by  frefli  air,  and  a  fuller  habit.  I  like- 
wife  found,  that  the  difeafe  was  only  hid 
by  this  lowering  plaii,  and  broke  out 
afrefh  upon  the  change  to  d  plentiful  diet. 
Neither  indeed  could  it  be  well  expeded, 
that,  in  a  country  like  this,  your  patients 
would  fubmit  to  be  ftarved,  while  their 
companions  in  the  fame  lituation  werd 
recovering  daily  by  following  a  reafonable 
regimen. 

He  likewife  urges  the  neceffity  of  the 
fame  fevere  treatment,  where  the  difeafe 
lies  out  of  the  courfe  of  circulation, 
among  the  bones,  and  therefore  out  of 
the  reach  of  mercury.  In  that  cafe,  he 
allows  his  patient  nothing  but  bifcuit  and 
raifins  for  food,  with  decodions  of  guaia* 
cum  for  drink ;  whereas,  in  our  days, 
even  when  mercury  fails,  flrong  decoc- 
tions 

of  juices  as  that  which  the  difeafe,  or  the  method 
of  treatment,  had  deftroyed,  and  which,  till  it  is  re- 
ftored,  not  only  prevents  the  recovery  of  ftrength^ 
but  the  cure  of  the  fores* 
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tions  of  farfaparilla,  without  confinement 
or  any  particular  regimen,  produce,  as 
we  have  proved  elfewhere,  a  fpeedy,  fafe, 
and  pleafant  cure.*  I  have  the  moft  evi- 
dent proofs  that  fmall  exfoliations,  not  ex- 
tendine:  fo  far  as  the  futures  which  mark 
the  boundaries  of  the  fmall  bones  of  the 
face,  are  thrown  off  by  ftrong  decodlions 
of  farfa ;  though  this  fatft  is  very  pofitively 
contradided  by  our  illuftrious  author. 

The  writer  on  this  fubjedt,  who,  of  all 
that  have  yet  treated  it,  feems  beyond 
comparifon  to  have  underftood  it  beft,  is 
Dr.  Aftruc.  If  the  following  fliort  re- 
marks on  his  work  are  found  juftified  by 
facts,  the  candid  reader  will,  I  truii,  for- 
give a  freedom,  which  nothing  but  thofe 
fadts  could  have  induced  me  to  take  with 
fo  able  a  profeffor. 

His  notion  that  a  gonorrhoea  never  ter- 
minates in  a  pox,  provided  the  matter 

.  D  loaded 
*•  See  the  Appendix. 
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loaded  with  the  venereal  contagion  i5 
freely  and  copioufly  difchkrged,  tends  to 
prevent  the  attention  that  fs  neceffary  for 
eradicating  the  v^^hole  infection  j  fince  we 
fee  every  day,  in  many  obftinate  gonor- 
rKceas,  the  worft  confequences  ariiing  from 
the  lead  negled  in  profecuting  the  anti- 
venereal  courfe,  by  mercury  alone,  or  com- 
bined with  farfa,  as  appears  to  be  indicated, 
to  its  full  extent. 

Nor  does  he  feem  to  inculcate,  with 
fufEcient  force,  the  neceffity  of  employing 
mercurials,  as  foon  as-  the  double  infec- 
tion is  difcovered  ;  neither  can  I  find, 
that,  in  treating  the  gonorrhoea,  he  has 
determined  to  what  extent  they  mufl  be 
ufed  for  curing  effedtually  its  pocky  at- 
tendants. 

He  feems  not  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
rifk  the  patient  runs  of  getting  poxed  by 
ftrengthening  and  aftringent  medicines. 
But  perhaps  the  French  temperament  and 

elimat« 
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dimate  may  make  a  more  material  dif- 
'  ference  in  the  difeafe,  and  the  efFeds  of 
its  remedies,  than  I  have  had  accefs  to 
obferve  in  this  country. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  work,  he  has 
given  us  the  hiftory  of  particular  fymp- 
toms  and  relics  of  this  difeafe,  that  no 
plan  with  which  he  was  acquainted  could 
remove ;  fuch  as  certain  fwellings  in  the 
tefticles  which  do  not  yield  to  the  hydrar- 
gyrofis,  diflortion  of  the  penis,  nodes, 
ganglions,  tubercles,  exoftofes,  gummata, 
cancerous  appearances,  and  old  venereal 
fores,  ulcers  in  the  womb,  &c.  Yet 
we  know  afluredly,  that  all  thefe  may 
be  cured  by  fom^e  kinds  of  mineral  waters, 
oranges,  lemons,  or  other  antifcorbutics, 
ftrong  decodtions  of  farfa,  and  hemlock, 
outwardly  and  inwardly  applied. 

If  upon  the  faireft  trials,  frequently 
repeated,  I  had,  in  all  or  in  moft  vene- 
real cafes,  found  fuccefs  from  the  folution 

D  z  of 
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of  corrofive  fublimate,  formerly  ufed  in 
this  country;*  ufhered  in  afrefh  by  fuch  a 
mafter  in  medicine  as  Baron  Van  Swieten, 
and  fapported  by  his  difciples  at  Vienna, 
and  clfewhere,-f'  with  the  evidence  of  in- 
numerable cures  regiflered  in  their  hofpi- 
talsj  as  performed  by  it ;  I  £hould  in  that 
cafe  have  probably  faved  the  v^^orld  and 
myfelf  the  trouble  of  thefe  iheets,  whereof 
one  main  intention  is,  if  poflible,  to  put  a 
flop,  in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  the  pradice  of 
relying  on  this  corrofive  medicine  for  the 
cure  of  almoft  every  venereal  complaint, 
however  ferious,  and  however  much  the 
objedl  of  the  more  momentous  and  ade- 
quate antidote,  mercurial  ointment. 

Whether  its  failure  in  my  own  expe- 
rience, or  under  the  careful  management 
of  many  gentlemen  in  the  profeflion,  of 
my  acquaintance,  was  owing  to  the  na- 
ture 

*  Turner. 

f  Medical  Eflays  of  London, 
;j:  Locker. 


[     21  ] 

iure  oiPour  climate,  or  to  the  ftate  of  the 
juices  occafioned  by  fo  much  animal  food, 
or  to  the  want  of  fufficient  mercurial 
momentum  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  the 
medicine  as  is  generally  ufed,  I  will  not 
take  upon  me  to  fay  :  but  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  that  by  continuing  to  prefer  the 
nlercurial  ointment  to  any  of  the  prepa- 
rations of  mercury,  I  {hall  be  frequently 
employed  to  complete,  by  inundion,  that 
cure  which  others  have  attempted  un- 
fuccefsfully  with  this  now  fo  fafhionable 
medicine  j  of  which  I  can  affirm  with 
certainty,  that  it  failed  very  often  in  the 
Britifh  bofpitals  in  Germany,  as  well  as 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  during  the  laft  war  ; 
and  that  it  has  done  infinite  mifchief  in 
this  metropolis,  under  as  many  quacki/h 
names  as  there  are  advertifements  in  the 
news  papers  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint. 

From  thefe  few  obfervations  on  what 
is  advanced  by  fome  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated 
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brated  writers  on  this  fubjeft,  I  appre- 
hend it  appears,  that  the  charaderiftics  of 
the  venereal  difeafe,  the  nature  of  the  re- 
medies, and  the  fitteft  time  of  applying 
them,  have  not  hitherto  been  generally 
underftood  ;  and  therefore  it  is  hoped  the 
prefent  attempt  will  not  be  deemed  unne- 
cefTary^,  I  am  fure  my  end  will  be  gained, 
if,  by  communicating  information  to  fome, 
and  calling  forth  the  experience  of  others, 
in  fo  important  a  branch  of  the  healing 
art,  I  may  contribute  any  thing  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind. 

SECTION  II. 

On-  the  differetit /pedes  of  the  gonorrhcea. 

/~T~^  H  E  period  at  which  the  venereal 
JL     infedion  was  '  brought   from  the 
Weft  Indies  into  Europe  is  fufficiently 
afcertained,  and  the  rapidity  with  which, 

vnder 
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under  different  fliapes,  it  foon  after  fprcad 
,  over  the  reft  of  the  world,  is  commonly 
known.  Without  dwelling  on  circum- 
fiances  fo  little  interefting  at  this  time, 
we  will  o-o  on  to  trace  the  difeafe  from 
its  fimpleft  appearances  to  its  more  com- 
^  plicated  forms,  and  endeavour  to  eftablifli 
fuch  rules  as  £hall  at  once  determine  its 
peculiar  qualities,  and  point  out  the  re- 
medies, together  with  the  regimen,  re- 
quifite  for  the  cure  of  its  various  ftages. 

It  has  been  frequently  afferted,  that 
the  divilion  of  the  clap  and  pox  into  their 
different  fpecies  is  of  little  or  no  ufe. 
But  if  it  is  not  known  how  far  the  dif- 
eafe has  got  into  the  genitals  in  the  gonor- 
rhcea,  or  into  the  habit  in  the  lues  vene- 
rea, I  fee  not  how  the  indications  of  cure 
can  be  fo  clearly  difcovered.  If  therefore 
we  can  m.ake  the  divifipn  in  queftion  fuf- 
fieiently  intelligible  to  a  fenfible  reader^ 
though  no  anatomift,  and,  by  afcertaining 
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the  exadt  ftate  of  the  diflemper,  can  ex- 
plain its  proper  treatment  through  its 
feveral  ftages,  we  fhall  have  the  pkafure 
of  contributing  to  the  comfort  of  every 
one  who  wifhes  to  know  whether  he  has 
obtained  a  complete  cure,  or  if  not,  whe- 
ther he  is  in  the  way  to  it. 

A  man  in  perfeft  health  pafles,  by  his 
urethra,  urine  and  femen  only,  or  perhaps 
now  and  then  a  little  of  that  tranfparent 
mucus  which  lubricates  the  palTage.  The 
parts  compofing  this  pa{rage,  continued 
all  the  way  up  to  the  neck  of  the  blad- 
der, are  the  general  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
If  by  manuftupration,  or  early  venery,  he 
has  weakened  the  feminal  organs,  he  then 
often  palTes  the  feed  before  it  is  properly 
concodled  or  exalted,  which  debilitates 
the  whole  body,  but  more  particularly  | 
the  nervous  fyftem.  This  is  called  Tabes  ! 
Dorfalis  ;  an  evil  more  dreadful  in  its 
confequences  than  the  mofl  virulent  go- 
norrhoea. 
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norrlicea,  and  often  producing  tretiiofs, 
palfies,  melancholy,  and  madnefs.  *  Tali 
«  tabe  laborantes  ccelibes  vivant,  nifi  prius 
«  hseredcs  gignendi  facultatem  experti Tint, 
«  ne  nihil  prater  nothos  et  ingentem  mife- 
«  riam  matrimonium  fequatur.'  I  write 
as  a  phyfician,  not  as  a  cafuift.  Of  this 
gonorrhcea  we  profefs  not  to  fpeak. 

The  mofl  fimple  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea, 
contraded  by  infedion,  is  difcerned  by  a 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  marking  the 
linen  with  an  ichorous  kind  of  ftain  ;  in 
the  middle  of  which  there  is  commonly 
perceived  a  yellow  or  greenifh  coloured 
pus,  about  the  fize  of  a  pin's  head,  toge- 
ther with,  now  and  then,  a  fingle  drop  of 
the  fame  fort  lodged  in  the  point  of  the 
urethra ;  and  this  attended  with  a  fcalding 
heat  in  the  water,  but  without  cordee,  or 
any  other  violent  fymptom. 

When,  fome  days  after  the  knowledge 
of  a  perfon  infected,  there  appears  an  in* 

E  flammation 
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i!ammation  on  the  glans  penis,  with  arf 
oozing  of  matter  from  behind  the  nuf, 
from  the  internal  furface  of  the  prepuce, 
or  from  the  glans  penis,  but  without  ul- 
ceration, or  any  difcharge  from  the  ure- 
thra itfelf,  and,  on  being  touched  by  the 
urine,  conveying  the  fame  fort  of  fenfa- 
tion  which  we  call  heat  of  watery  this  I 
may  be  flyled  the  fecond  fpecies  of  gonor- 
rhoea. 

When,  on  preffing  the  nut  at  any  time, 
efpecially  in  the  morning,   there  ilTues  I 
from  the  urethra  a  quantity  of  purulent  [ 
matter,  which  feems  to  come  from  the  f 
body  of  the  gland,  or  not  farther  back 
than  about  an'  inch  from  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra ;  I  would  call  this  the  third 
fpecies.    As  it  is  the  moft  common  fort 
of  any,  fo  it  is  ufually  of  long  conti- 
nuance. 

When  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  matter 
flows  into  the  whole  cavity  of  the  urethra, 

and 
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a:.d  isfuppofed  to  have  affeded  Cow  pet's 
g^lands,  I  would  term  it  the  fourth  fpecies- 
of  gonorrhoea. 

In  the  fifth,  the  matter  comes  all  the 
way  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  in 
very  large  quantities,  attended  with  con. 
tinual  difficulty  in  making  water,  a  fetid 
(mell,  and  impofthumations  outwardly  on 
the  perinaeum,  and  ad  anum. 

If  all  thefe  fymptoms  are  advanced  a 
ftage  higher,  fo  as  to  affea:  the  feminal 
veficles,  and  to  produce  incontinency  of 
water,  or  an  incapacity  of  retaining  the 
feed,  it  has  been  confidered  by  fome  au- 
thors, as  another,  and  the  laft  fpecies  of 
gonorrhoea. 

To  me  it  appears,  that  this  fort,  and 
the  two  immediately  preceding,  may  be 
properly  confidered  as  pocky  appearances, 
?nd  ought  certainly  at  once  to  be  treated 
^s  fuch,  fince  they  will  not  yield  to  any 
fnedicine  merely  antiphlogiftic. 

E  2  Having 
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Having  thus  defcribed  the  difFc^rent  fpe^ 
cies  of  gonorrhcea,  fo  as  to  enable  any  pa- 
tient of  ordinary  underflanding,  to  difcover 
with  exadlnefs  the  ftage  of  his  diftemper, 
I  now  proceed  to  point  out  the  cure, 
after  premifing  fome  obfervations,  partly 
for  the  fake  of  preventing  miftakes,  and 
partly  for  paving  the  way  to  what  fliaU 
follow. 

SECTION  III, 

NecefJ'ary  obfervations , 

T  N  the  firft  place,  it  is  but  fair  to  ac- 
knowledge,  that  where  there  is  viru-. 
lence  in  the  gonorrhcea,  our  art  cannot 
cure  it  fpeedily,  and  elfeftually,  at  the 
fame  time.  Therefore  the  patient  fhould 
not  exped:,  nor  the  phyfician  promife  it, 
Unlefs  the  feverefl:  regimen  is  obferved,  it 
will  often  run  out  to  two  or  three  months, 
in  fome  cafes  to  five  pr  fix. 

In 
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In  the  next  place,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  ■ 
to  fay,  that  the  impropriety  of  eftablifh- 
incT  infallible  maxims  never  appeared  more 
evident,  than  in  the  principal  one  v^rhich 
has  been  fo  frequently  laid  down  on  this 
fubjecT:;  namely,  that  a  large  and  con- 
tinued running,  kept  up  either  by  medi- 
cines, or  by  other  proper  methods,  is  the 
greateft  prefervative  againfl  a  clap's  be- 
coming a  confirmed  pox  j  for,  if  the  clap 
be  of  a  bad  fort,  it  will  in  many  cafes 
become  a  pox,  by  trufting  to  that  very 
running  ;  whereas,  by  the  feafonable  in- 
terpofition  of  mercury,  the  cure  might 
be  difpatched  time  enough  to  avoid  fo 
difagreeable  an  event.    There  are  many 
people  indeed,  who,  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  mercury's  producing  pernicious  effects 
on  the  conftitution,  will  fcarcely  confent 
to  the  ufe  of  it  at  all  in  what  they  call  ^ 
clap.    It  will  afterwards  appear  how  ill 
grounded  their  fears  are  on  this  head. 

Th? 
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The  maxim  above  mentioned  is,  I  con- 
fefs,  of  real  ufe,  when  it  fuperfedes  the 
neceffity  of  employing  aftringents  or  in- 
jedions,  till  there  has  been  time  given  to 
remove  the  virulence,  or  when  it  prevents 
confiding  in  thofe  whofe  boafted  expedi- 
tious methods  of  treatnient  are  calculated 
to  ruin,  not  to  fave, 

For  my  own  part,  I  hold  it  as  a  prin- 
ciple, never  to  ufe  either  aftringents,  in- 
jections, or  balfamics,*  but  in  "cafes  of 
extremity ;  nor  even  then,  till  I  have,  by 
a  courfe  of  mercurial  inundions,  provided 
againft  all  the  ill  confequences  of  the  dif- 
,eafe,  (fuppofing  it  to  prove  obftinate,  and 
the  running  to  continue  difcoloured)  as 

well 

It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  we  could  afcertain  the 
CXaidt  period  when  balfamic  medicines  might  be  adopted 
With  fafety  •,  as  perhaps  there  are  conftitutions  which, 
would  admit  of  their  ufe  much  earlier  than  cautious 
pradlitioners  generally  imagine;  while  there  are  other 
habits,  where  their  too  precipitate  application  woultj 
extend  the  gonorrhoea  to  a  dreadful  length, 


[   31  ] 

well  as  againft  any  retention  of  morbid 
matter,  by  promoting  in  every  poffibk 
way  a  free  difcharge  for  a  proper  time; 
and  let  me  add,  not  till  I  have  likev/ife 
tried,  without  effedt,  every  method  to  re- 
ftore  the  tone  both  of  the  part,  and  of  the 
habit,  in  the  manner  that  will  be  hereafter 
explained. 

To  briflc  purgatives  in  this  diftemper  I 
am  utterly  averfe  and  the  gentler  ones  I 
am  for  ufing  more  rarely  than  is  commonly 
pradtifed.  In  truth,  I  generally  fufpe(it 
long  continued  difcharges,  as  tending  to 
produce  a  pox,  or  at  leaft  obftrudtions  of 
the  urethra,  which  laft  are  not  curable  by 
topical  applications  alone. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  a  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  there  is  danger  of  its  being 
carried  into  the  habit,  by  every  thing  that 
flops  the  difcharge  before  the  infedion  rs 
removed.  The  difcharge  will  be  flopt 
by  hurried  walks,  or  violent  exereife  of 

anv 
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any  kind,  efpecially  on  horfeback ;  or  by 
flrong  and  draftic  purges,  whether  com- 
mon or  mercurialj  or  by  catching  cold, 
or  a  fever  fit,  while  under  a  purging 
courfe. 

It  deferves  particular  notice,  that  every 
thing  promoting  eredions  of  the  penis 
increafes  inflammation^  fends  the  infeflion 
further  back  into  the  urethra,  keeps  up 
the  difeafe,  and  often  fubjeds  the  patient 
to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a  frefn  anti- 
phlogiftic  regimen  for  two  or  three  weeks, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  the  cure  was 
•but  juft  begun.  Among  the  caufes  of 
fuch  eredions,  may  be  reckoned  chiefly  a 
turtle  feaft,*  a  fiih  dietj  hearty  dinners, 

onions, 

*  I  have  not  only  often  feen  the  difeafe  recurj 
with  all  the  fymptoms  of  its  firft  ftage,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  turtle  feaft;  but  have  once  known  a  run- 
ning, with  inflammation,  brought  on  by  the  fame  i 
means,  in  a  fober  married  man,  who  had  been  free 
from  infe£lion  for  many  years :  at  leaft  I  could  not 
trace  it  to  any  other  fource. 
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onions,  fplcerles,*  high-feafoned  foods  of 
every  fort,  fern:iented  liquors,  hot  fappers, 
women's  company,  and  libidinous  conver- 
fation. 

If  ever  a  ftrld  attention  to  regimen  is 
neceffary  in  any  difeafe,  it  is  certainly  in 
this,  where  the  infedtion  is  recalled  into 
the  habit,  by  every  deviation  in  point  of 
diet,  or  of  exercife. 


SECTION  IV. 

0?2  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhcea. 


^nr^HE  generality  of  authors  are  agreed, 
that  purging  is  the  remedy  for  the 
gonorrhoea,  as  is  falivation  for  a  confirmed 

F  pox : 

*  I  am  informed  by  a  friend  lately  arrived  from  the 
iflands  of  Bourbon,  that,  having  one  day  put  a  parcel 
of  the  Cayenne  pepper  in  a  handkerchief  round  his 
waift,  his  black  fervant  told  him,  it  v/ould  give  him 
the  clap.  He  had  not  feen  a  woman  for  eisht  months 
J>e/ore.    The  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in  a  day  or  two; 
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pox;  but  it  has  not  been  explained  with 
fufficient  exacflnefs,  when  the  firft  cannot 
anfwer,  any  more  than  why  the  lart:  often 
fails  ;  or  whence  proceeds  the  inefficacy 
in  the  former  cafe,  nor  what  refources  in 
both  cafes  are  ftill  left. 

If  the  procuring  from  two  to  four  ftools 
every  other  day,  for  the  lir/l  fourteen 
days,  and  the  fame  number  every  third 
day  during  the  fecond  fourteen  days,  does 
not  confiderably  diminifh  the  running,  or 
change  the  yellov/  or  yellowifli  -  green 
matter  into  a  difcharge  more  feminal, 
ropy,  and  diluted  in  its  colour  j  I  fliould 
not  heiitate  in  fuch  a  circumflance,  even 
though  the  cordee  or  heat  of  urine  were 
not  removed,  (and  they  will  fometimes 
remain  as  at  firfl)  to  apply  fuch  a  prepa- 
ration 

and  he  found  it  neceflary  to  be  cured  in  the  common 
wav,  by  the  advice  of  a  furgcon  there,  who  faid  it 
was, a  very  ufual  efFecft  of  that  fpice  in  thofe  iflands. 
i  mention  this  only  as  matter  of  curiofity,  and  not  as 
part  of  my  creed,  though  this  has  been  allcdgcd. 
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ration  of  mercury,  more  early  in  the  dif- 
eafe,  as  I  thought  fafeft,  and  fit  to  be  ufed 
in  the  largeft  quantity.  What  that  is, 
will  be  determined  afterwards. 

If  the  form  of  pills  is  preferred  by  the 
patient* to  half  an  ounce  or  more  of  falts 
and  manna,  (of  each  equal  parts)  then 
from  ten  to  fifteen  grains  of  jalap  root, 
with  as  much  nitre,  mixed  up  into  pills 
of  the  common  fize,  will  probably  be  a 
proper  quantity  for  producing  the  defired 
effedt. 

Or,  if  the  form  of  an  eledluary  is  yet 
more  agreeable,  the  following,  which  I 
would  call  the  Eled:.  Diafenas,  will  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  that  is  to  be  obtained 
by  purging.  ^  If 

R.  Eledt.  lenitiv,  drach.  vi. 

Pulv.  e  tragacanth.  comp.  unc.  fs. 

 fol.  feniE  drach.  ii. 

 radic.  jalap,  drach.  ifs. 

Syrup,  rodir.  folutiv.  q.  f.  fiat  ckaarium  i 

cujus  capiat  q.  n.  m.  majoris  altcrna  vel 

tertia  nodte,  vel  pro  re  luta. 
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If  inftead  of  fuch  a  courfe  you  purge 
daily,  what  is  the  confequence  ?  You 
keep  up  a  continual  irritation  on  the  blad- 
der, by  the  tenefmus  attending  frequent 
purging,  and  an  inclination  to  make  water, 
or  a  ftimulus  all  along  the  urethra,  where 
the  difeafe  firft  lodges^  than  which  nothing 
is  more  likely  to  prolong  the  inflammation, 
or  to  provoke  a  gleet.  Now  all  this  is 
prevented  by  gentle  phyfic,  taken  every 
fecond  or  third  day  only. 

It  is  a  common  pradlice  to  be  perpe- 
tually diluting  with  large  quantities  of 
fmali  drinks,  ptifans  with  nitre,  &c. 
When  the  pain  in  making  water  is  not 
extreme,  a  moderate  quantity  of  foftening 
liquors,  fuch  as  milk  and  water,  water 
gruel,  or  linfecd  tea,  anfvvers  the  purpofe 
much  better,  and  flows  ofl'  with  lefs  trou- 
ble, and  fewer  calls  on  the  patient.  An 
attention  to  this  circumfLance  will,  befldes 
preventing  much  pain,  forward  tlie  cure 
not  a  little.  1^ 
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It  is  acknowledged,  that,  in  very  irfi- 
table,  or  fpafmodic  habits,  gum  arabic, 
and  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  are  always 
ufeful,  and  fometimes  neceflary. 

As  to  nitre,  and  diuretics  in  general, 
my  objection  to  them  is  not  anfwered 
by  their  antiphlogiftic  effedts,  while  the 
fame  effects  can  be  produced  by  diluent 
and  foftening  drinks,  or  by  bleeding,  and 
abftinence  from  flefh,  and  from  wine, 
fpirits,  or  fermented  liquors  of  any  fort ; 
and,  above  all  the  reft,  by  repofe.  By 
repofe,  I  mean  a  fedentary  life  during  the 
cure,  or  at  leaft  flow  motion,  either  oil 
foot,  or  in  an  ealy  carriage,  and  off  the 
ftreets. 

Wherever  pain  in  eredion,  or  heat  of 
urine,  or  feverifh  fymptoms,  grow  to  any 
height,  bleeding  is  the  fovereign  remedy, 
in  reality,  it  fhould  be  ufed  in  all  ple- 
thoric habits,  and  in  every  cafe  where  the 
pain  is  occafioned  by  exceffive  acrimony. 

A 
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Atrufsfor  the  fctotum' ferves,  beyond 
any  thing,  to  keep  ofF  inflammation  in  the 
fpermatic  organs.  It  fhould  be  worn  from 
the  firfl  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  till  it 
has  ceafed  fome  week^. 

From  what  has  been  faid  in  defcribing 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhoea,  it 
will  eafily  be  difcovered,  where  the  anti- 
phlogiflic  plan  is  fucceeding,  where  exter- 
nal applications  will  be  ufeful,  and  like- 
wife  in  what  cafes  recourfe  mufl  be  had 
to  the  great  fpecific. 

It  has  been  generally  believed,  that  the 
cure  of  the  clap  is  beft  promoted  by  what- 
ever encourages  the  difcharge,  particularly 
by  brifk  purgatives  repeated  daily,  or  at 
leafl  frequently.  If  by  fuch  are  meant 
refins  of  jalap,  and  fcammony,  pulp  of 
colocynth,  and  gamboge,  I  mufl  difap- 
prove  of  their  ufe,  even  though  recom- 
mended by  a  Turner,  a  Sydenham,  or  a 
Boerhaave,  who  believed  that  the  putrid 

in- 
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Infecftion  was  carried  off  by  them  moft 
effedtually.  It  feems  to  me,  that  they  can 
only  be  v/arrantable,  if  given  once  or 
twice  a  week,  and  this  in  robuft  conftitu- 
tions  ;  fince  they  always  heat  the  body 
more  or  lefs,  hurt  the  ftomach,  inflame  the 
blood,  and  often  bring  on  a  ftrangury  or 
dyfury  in  a  great  degree,  fo  as  to  increafe 
the  difeafe  by  every  new  dofe  j  or  at  beft 
they  produce  the  mofl  tedious  gleets. 

When  writers  talk  of  fufing  the  hu- 
mours by  fuch  purgatives,  I  would  afk 
what  they  mean.  Are  the  humours  fufed, 
when  fever  is  brought  on,  with  great  in- 
flammation, fwelled  tefhicles,  and  iizy 
blood  ?  Are  the  humours  fufed,  where 
the  running  is  ftopt,  and  the  virulence 
conveyed  into  the  courfe  of  circulation,  fo 
as  to  occafion  fpurious  buboes,  and  glandu- 
lar or  lymphatic  fwellings,  that  are  fcarcely 
to  be  refolved  by  flannel,  mercury,  farfa, 
or  hemlock  ? 

SEC- 
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SECTION  V, 

Remarks  on  the  jirjl  and  fecond  /pedes, 

XXTHAT  has  been  now  ofFered  may 
^  '  be  confidered  as  containing;  <>ene- 
ral  rules  for  the  pure  of  the  gonorrhcea. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  to  fubjoin  fome  parti- 
cular obfervations,  with  refpedt  to  the  firft 
and  fecond  fpecies,  as  before  defcribed, 
and  diftinguifhed  5  fmce  they  belong  moll 
properly  to  this  ftage  of  the  diftemper, 
and  do  not  put  on  the  pocky  appearances 
which  are  often  affumed  by  the  reft,  and 
which  require  on  that  account  a  very  difr 
ferent  management. 

In  the  firft,  or  moft  fimple  fpecies  of 
the  gonorrhcea,  a  few  dofes  of  falts  and 
manna  diflolved  in  whey,  and  taken  at  the 
interval  of  two  or  three  days,  with  quiet 
and  fober  living,  will  in  the  fpace  of  two 

or 
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or  three  weeks  produce  a  perfed:  cure.  If 
matters  muft  be  hurried,  injeftions  may  - 
perhaps  be  ufed  in  the  firfl  fpecies  with- 
out much  hazard  ;  there  being  hardly 
morbid  matter  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  break 
in  upon  the  habit.  In  this  cafe,  and  in 
this  alone,  would  I  prefume  to  affirm,  that 
mercury  can  never  be  neceffary. 

In  the  fecond  fpecies,  where  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  the  difeafe  is  external,  fo- 
mentations of  the  emollient  kind,  and 
poultices  of  wheat-bread  and  milk,  fre- 
quently renewed,  are  of  fenfible  benefit, 
if  ufed  along  with  the  purgatives,  &c. 
before  prefcribed,  unlefs  where  the  infec- 
tion is  caught  from  a  pocky  patient,  as 
happens  frequently ;  in  whic-h  cafe,  the 
great  fpecific  becomes  abfolutely  necef- 
fary. 


G 
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SECTION  VL 

General  remarks. 

TN  every  fpecies  of  the  clap,  where  there 
-8-  is  inflammation,  fomentations  and 
poultices  are  ufeful,  fo  far  as  they  abate 
the  heat  and  tenfion,  preferve  cleanlinefs, 
or  promote  the  difcharge. 

When  the  cure  is  no  longer  dependent 
on  the  antiphlogiftic  method.  Dr.  Boer- 
haave  feems  to  reft  too  much  on  their  ope- 
ration. 

Milk  and  water  of  a  proper  warmth,  in 
a  half-pint  ftone  veflel,  in  which  the  penis 
can  be  foaked  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  general  purpofe  of  fomen- 
tation. 

I  faid  before,  that  any  plan  of  medi- 
cine, or  any  regimen,  exclufive  of  mer- 
enry,  will  not  effed  what  I  plead  for, 
the  curing  fpeedily  the  virulent  gonor- 
rhoea, 
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rhoea,  where  it  has  been  of  long  {land- 
ing, or  has  got  far  back  into  the  ure- 
thra. Inftead  therefore  of  expofing  the 
patient,  by  a  fevere  and  tedious  purging 
courfe,  to  the  hazard  of  a  fever,  and  its 
attendants,  viz.  a  checked  difcharge,  and 
fwelled  tcfticles,  or  perhaps  a  confirmed 
pox  i  1  would  propofe  that,  as  foon  as 
there  is  a  remiffion  in  the  heat  of  water 
and  cordee,  the  inguina,  pudenda,  or 
thighs,  fliould  be  anointed  with  mercu- 
rial ointment  as  defcribed  below,  or  the 
blue  or  Bellofte's  pills  given  twice  a  week, 
confifting  of  ten  grains  to  a  dofe,  and  in- 
termixed with  the  purging  courfe  at  proper 
intervals.  The  confec^^uence  of  this  treats 
ment  will  be  a  fpeedy  amendment  of  the 
colour,  and  abatement  of  the  difcharge,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  fymptoms,  till  they 
totally  ceafc. 

By  a  judicious  combination  of  the  above 
methods,  it  is  propofed  to  remedy  effec- 

G  2  tually 
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tually  all  the  difficulties  common  in  the 
fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  fpecies  of  the 
gonorrhcea. 

SECTION  VII. 

Of  the  /welled  tejlicle.^ 

^  I  'HE  fwelled  tefticle  I  mentioned  in 
the  firfl  fe(ftion  as  a  circumflancc 
peculiarly   difigreeable.    I  have  already 
obferved,   that  it  is  generally  produced 

by 

*  Having,  in  the  year  1767,  heen  to  vifit  Mr.  Hea- 
vJflde  at  Hatfield,  towards  the  autumn,  I  learned 
that  there  was  an  endemic  difeafe  in  Hertfordfhire, 
attended  with  a  great  and  very  painful  fwelling  in 
theteftes,  and  other  fymptoms  as  mentioned  below. 

Within  a  week  of  that  time,  a  nobleman  gnd  two  of 
his-fervants  came  up  to  London  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Hatfield,  and  were  feifed  with  the  mumps, 
&c.  and  not  a  little  furprifed  at  my  prophefying,  that 
in  two  or  three  days  they  would  be  feifed  with  a  fwell- 
ing in  the  tcftes :  it  turned  out  juft  as  I  had  foretold, 
and  they  recovered  by  a  common  antiphlogiftic  re-  . 
gimen.  As  I  have  never  met  with  fuch  a  difeafe  i^ 
my  practice,  nor  ever  read  of  any  fuch,  I  take  this 

0{)- 
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by  daily  and  repeated  draftic  purging,  by 
being  expofed  to  cold  during  the  courfe, 
or  by  living  too  freely,  and  taking  too  much 
exercife  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  or 
by  deftrudive  injedions.  When  I  hint  at 
the  inflammation  brought  on  in  fuch  cafes, 
I  would  be  underftood  to  comprehend  not 
only  that  afFeding  the  tefticle  itfelf,  but  its 
appendages,  the  epididymis,  fpermatic  cord, 

vafa 

opportunity  of  giving  an  account  of  it  in  the  words 
of  a  letter  from  my  very  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Hea- 
vifide. 

"  IN  the  year  1767  I  had  a  great  many  patients, 
*'  the  much  greater  part  of  them  about  or  little  paft 
*'  the  age  of  puberty,  felfed  w^ith  a  diforder  very  much 
"  refembling  what  is  called  the  Mumps,  viz.  with 
"  great  ftifFiiefs  and  a  confiderable  fwelling  about  the 
*'  articulation  of  the  jaws.  Some  few  corhplained  a 
"  little,  and  but  a  little,  of  forenefs  in  the  throat; 
"  and  a  fev/  had  a  faint  rafli,  chiefly  about  the  neck 
"  and  throat;  both  of  which  foon  went  ofF.  They  all 
"  of  them  had  fome  degree  of  fever,  attended  with 
"  pain  in  the  back.  All  thefe  complaints,  except  the 
"  laft,  generally  difappeared  about  the  third  or  fourth 

day,  when  there  was  a  fudden  tranllation  of  the 

*'  matter 
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yafa  deferentia,  6cc.  which,  without  the 
flrideft  attention,  end  in  farcocele,  fuppu- 
ration,  hydrocele,  fcirrhus,  and  cancer. 

In  the  inflammatory  ftage,  every  one  is 
agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  bleedings, 
repeated  according  to  circumftances,  and 
likewife  as  to  the  utility  of  fomentations, 
with  an  antiphlogiflic  regimen  of  the  fe- 

vereft 

matter  to  the  teftes,  the  fauces  being  immediately 
**  relieved  and  fet  at  liberty.  The  inflammation  and 
*'  tenfion  on  the  teftes  was  very  confiderable  in  all  of 
*'  them,  and  in  every  refpedl  refembling  the  hernia 
"  humoralis  ;  but  was  quickly  removed  by  gentle 
*'  purges,  cooling  medicines,  poultices  to  the  part, 
*'  and  keeping  quiet. — I  remember  I  had  two  young 
*'  girls,  of  about  twelve  or  thirteen  years  old,  feifed 
*'  with  this  complaint,  where  the  humour  was  de- 
*'  pofited  on  the  ikbia  pudendi.    In  none  of  the  pa- 

tients  I  faw  (who  v»'ere  many)  there  was,  or  could 
**  be,  the  leaft  fufpiciori  pf  any  venereal  taint.  I  might 
*'  add,  that  this  diftemper  appeared  again  the  nexf 
*'  year,  but  more  rarely.j  fince  when,  or  before,  I 
*'  never  met  with  it." 

Signed  J.  HEAVISIDE. 

Hatfeld^  Hertfard/hlre, 
Jpril  II,  1772. 
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verefl  fort  i  that  is,  abftinence  from  meat, 
and  even  broths,  as  well  as  from  all  fer- 
mented liquors,  excepting  fmall  beer. 
Where  there  is  fizy  blood,  this  is  ftill 
abfolutely  necelfary. 

Dr.  Sydenham,  and  many  of  our  beft 
furgeons,  talk  much  of  poultices  of  bean 
flower,  litharge  with,  vinegar,  and  many 
other  deteftable  becaufe  fo  often  pernicious 
preparations  of  this  moft  deadly  of  all  me- 
tals. But  thefe  render  the  folution  of  the 
inflamed  part  more  difficult ;  and,  what  is 
much  worfe,  produce  fuch  a  fcirrhus  in  the 
tefticle,  or  its  appendages,  as  is  not  to  be 
refolved. 

Poultices  of  bread  and  milk,  with  lin- 
feed  flower,  white  lily'  roots,  fenugreek 
feed,  &c.  are  better  calculated  to  promote 
the  folution  of  the  difeafe,  by  a  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  of  the  obftrudting,  and 
perhaps  virulent,  matter.  This  is  much 
the  readieft  way  of  clearing  the  tefticle 

per- 
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perfedly,  without  which  there  frequently 
remains  an  unconquerable  gleet.  So  long 
therefore  as  any  hardnefs  continues  in  the 
tefticle,  or  in  the  fpermatic  veffels,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  vas  deferens,  fo  long  the  tef- 
ticle  mufb  be  confidered  as  a  difeafed  body, 
and  confequently  fubjed:  to  relapfes,  un- 
lefs  the  habit  be  perfedly  corredted  by  a 
proper  antivenereal  courfe. 

The  generality  of  writers  have  been  ex- 
tremely deficient  in  not  marking,  with  fuf- 
ficient  accuracy,  the  mifchiefs  arifing  from 
the  leaft  negled  in  this  particular. 

If  at  any  time  I  find  it  impradicable  to 
dear  the  tefticle,  by  the  antiphlogiftic 
regimen  now  pointed  out,  and  extended 
according  to  circumftances,  I  am  never 
fatisfied,  till  I  have  led  the  patient  through 
fuch  an  antivenereal  courfe,  as  fliall  enfure 
him  againft  any  future  uneafinefs  from  that 
quarter. 

Befides 
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Befides  rubbing  mercury  on  the  part 
(if  free  from  pain)  or  on  the  inguina  and 
thighs,  I  keep  the  tefticle  always  fuf^ 
pended  with  a  bag  trufs,  and  confine  the 
patient  to  bed,  for  five  or  fix  weeks  if 
necefi"ary,  fomenting  the  part  with  hem- 
lock, and  plying  him  inwardly  with  ftrong 
decodlions  of  farfa,  bardana,  and  extrad: 
of  hemlock  j  not  forgetting,  all  the  whild, 
to  carry  the  mercurial  undions  to  their 
full  extent. 

I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  here  of 
the  fingular  ufe  I  have  found  in  hemlock 
outwardly  applied,  as  well  as  inwardly 

given ;  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  B  i 

whofe  teflicles  had  been  both  condemned 
to  the  knife.  A  fcirrhofity,  accompany-^ 
ing  the  hydrocele  in  each,  and  left  by  the 
operation,  did  ftill  remain,  notwithftand^ 
ing  a  proper  mercurial  courfe,  and  an  am- 
ple difcharge  by  the  digeftion,  till  diffolved 
by  hemlock. 

H  By 
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By  fuch  methods  I  have  cured  difeafed 
tefticles  of  two  or  .three  years  flanding, 
even  vi'hen  ulcerated,  and  where  the  fcir- 
rhus  had  begun  to  be  affedted  with  prick- 
ing and  lancing  pains. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  fwellings  of  long 
continuance,  which  occafion  the  vafa  de- 
ferentia  to  be  knotted  like  a  firing  of 
beads,  are  of  very  difficult  refolution. 
Such  a  ftate  requires  a  fupine  pofture  for 
the  tedious  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  or  perhaps 
more,*  as  well  as  a  purulent  or  gleety  dif- 

eharge 

*  We  have  relieved  a  foreigner  of  rank  from  fuch  a 
ftate  of  cancerous  fcirrhus,  by  obliging  him,  vi^hile 
under  a  fevere  regimen  of  diet,  mercurial  inunitions, 
fomentations,  and  ftrong  decoctions  of  farfaparilla,  to 
lie  above  twenty  hours  in  the  four  and  twenty,  for 
feven  weeks,  on  his  back,  with  his  fcrotum  fufpcnded^' 
and  his  heels  higher  than  his  head.  Caftration  had 
been  recommended  to  this  nobleman,  by  a  perfon  of 
diftinguifhed  reputation  for  dexterity  and  fkill  in  the 
treatment  of  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  but  by  the  above 
regimen,  the  tefticle,  though  of  an  enormous  fize, 

with  hydrocele  and  lancing  pains,  was  reftored  to  a 

perfedtly 
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charge  from  the  urethra,  procured  by 
means  of  bougies,  aut  fi  a  benevolo  medico 
prasferri  liceat,  gonorrhoea  recente,  befides 
the  refources  above  named. 

Surely  then,  where  copious  difcharges 
from  the  urethra  prove  fo  ufeful,  the  in- 
terrupting them  by  drying  medicines, 
aftringent  applications,  and  injedtions,  can- 
not  fail  in  many  cafes  to  produce  irreme- 
diable evilso 

SECTION  VIIL 
Of  gleets. 

^  IpHlS  is  a  wrord  in  every  one's  mouth, 
and  made  ufe  of  by  many  to  cloak 
their  ignorance  with  regard  to  the  real 
caufe  which  fo  often  renders  the  difeafe  ob- 

ftinate, 

pcrfeaiy  healthful  ftate,  and  the  water  in  the  tunica 
propria  teftis  was  abforbed  j  in  which  happy  fuuation 
fife  fem^ins  to  this  day. 
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flinate,  as  well  as  with  relation  to  the  pro- 
per method  of  removing  it. 

When  the  running  continues  beyond 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  whether  fliU 
difcoloured,  or  become  clear  and  ropy, 
it  is  called  a  Gleet,  and  mqft  be  attacked 
with  agglutinants,  balfamics,  and  aftrinr 
gents,  in  every  fhape. 

If  the  difeafe  is  ripe  for  fuch  medi- 
cines, it  will  ftop  by  the  ufe  of  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  clafs  juft  mentioned,* 

or 

*  The  beft  balfamic  I  know,  where  the  ftomaph 
will  bear  fo  harfh  a  medicine,  is  the  following : 

R.  Gum.  arable,  drach.  i. 
Ealfam.  copaiv. 

Mellis  anglic.  ana  femi-unc.  Simul  conterentur, 

dein  admifce. 
Deco£i:.  (fortior.)  corticis  peruv.  unc.  vii. 
Succ.  limon.  unc.  i.     Cujus  mixtur.  fumat 

quartam  partem  m.  &  h.  f,  quotidie. 

^nd  the  beft  aftringent, 
•A  rmall  table  fpoonful  of  the  tinft.  ftypt.  (Ph.  > 
Londin.)  out  of  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  new  milk, 
|:wice  a  day. 
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or  even  by  abftaining  totally  from  pur- 
ging- 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  matter  is  not 
ropy,  but  continues  fhort  like  melted  tal- 
low, and  the  infedtion  is  ftill  lurking  in 
the  part ;  fuch  medicines  will  indeed  often 
put  a  flop  to  the  gleet,  as  it  is  called,  and 
produce  a  confirmed  pox.  Almoft  every 
one  knows  this  to  be  a  fad  j  but  how  to 
prevent  the  bad  effeds  of  fuch  a  procefs, 
is  known  only  to  few. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  the  dif- 
charge  continues  for  many  months,  in 
fpite  of  every  attempt  by  medicines  given 
inwardly,  as  well  as  by  injedtions.  This 
is  the  great  difficulty,  and  requires  a  more 
particular  attention,  as  it  is  fo  common 
an  evil, 

To  crufh  it  in  the  bud,  I  would  advife 
every  young  furgeon,  at  his  firft  vifits,  to 
inform  himfelf  exadtly  as  to  the  time 
when  the  running  firft  began,  and  whe- 
ther 
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ther  it  was  attended  with  fymptoms  of 
jcordee,  heat  of  water,  See.  or  whether  it 
is  fuppofed  to  have  rifen  from  any  former 
infedion  reappearing  upon  exercife,  freer 
living.  Sec.  and  if  fo,  to  learn  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  that  infection,  of  its  dura- 
tion, and  former  treatment.  He  fhould 
likewife  fee  the  ftream  in  which  the  urine 
flows,  whether  large,  fmall,  or  fcattered, 
in  order  to  be  acquainted  with  the  exadt 
flate  of  the  paffage ;  for  he  may  be  fure, 
that  old  complaints  there,  lengthened  out 
by  the  nature  of  the  infection,  by  the  par- 
ticular habit  of  body,  or  by  unfkilful  ma- 
nagement, muft  have  more  or  lefs  affedled 
the  urethra,  by  contradling  its  diameter,  or 
filling  it  with  caruncles,  which  are  very 
fenfible  to  the  touch  of  the  bougie,  though 
feldom  feen  upon  difledion,  at  leaft  a§ 
anatomies  affirm. 

If  the  difcharge  has  manifeftly  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  frefh  clap,  attended  with  in- 
flammatory 
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flammatory  fymptoms,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  examine  the  urethra  with  a 
bougie,  when,  although  your  method  of 
cure  may  have  removed  the  inflammation, 
it  has  yet  not  carried  off  the  gleet.  In  that 
cafe,  it  will  help  to  fave  your  own  credit, 
as  well  as  prevent  much  anxiety  to  your 
patient,  if  you  examine  whether  its  obfti- 
nacy  be  occafioned  by  any  local  complaint 
in  the  urethra.  If  the  bougie  paffes  freely, 
you  will  do  well  to  fet  about  the  cure;  by  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercury  rubbed  on. 

This  quantity  can,  1' think,  'be  afcer- 
tained  only  by  the  change  brought  upon 
the  matter,  in  refpect  of  its  colour  or  con^ 
fiftence.  The  furefl:  figns,  I  know,  of  a 
tendency  in  the  gleet  to  be  dried  up  with 
fpeed  and  fafety,  are  the  appearances  of 
little  threads  of  matter,  refembling  vermi- 
celli, floating  in  the  urine  as  foon  as  made, 
or  the  fl:ains  on  the  linen  becorning  of 
fmall   extent,   not   bigger   th^n  ,a^,j?ea. 

Where 
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Where  fuch  change  does  not  take  place, 
as  will  fometimes  happen,  I  rub  on  three 
or  four  ounces,  fo  as  fcarcely  to  leave  the 
poffibility  of  a  pocky  caufe  remaining. 

How  many  obflinate  gleets  of  two, 
three,  or  four  years  ftanding,  (and  lately  of 
feven  asd  ten,  in  two  foreigners  of  the  firft 
diftindtion)  have  we  feen  efFedually  cured 
by  a  mercurial  inunftion,  when  almoft 
every  other  medicine  had  been  tried  in 
vain !  Were  we  difpofed  to  fpeculate, 
we  fhould  fay,  that  in  thefe  cafes  an  in- 
ternal chancre  had  kept  up  the  difcharge, 
and  that  the  difcharge  had  preferved  the 
body  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  not  to  be  greatly 
hurt  by  the  continuance  of  the  diftem- 
per. 

Should  the  feat  of  the  difeafe,  or  of 
the  ulcer,  lie  about  the  proftate  gland, 
callofities  will  be  felt  pretty  diftindtly 
near  the  anus,  on  the  raphe  or  the  pe- 
rinaeum,  and  generally  attended  with  a 

ftrangury. 


> 
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ftrangury.  To  determine  with  precifion 
the  place  where  thefe  ulcers  or  ehancres 
are  formed,  I  know  not  any  fuch  proper 
method,  next  to  that  of  ufing  a  bougie  or 
a  probe  bent  like  a  catheter,  as  defiring 
the  patient,  while  he  is  making  water,  to 
prefs  all  along  the  urinary  canal  with'  his 
finger,  till  he  comes  to  that  point  where 
the  water  in  paffing  occafions  moft  pain  ; 
for  there  probably  the  carnofities,  fears, 
or  ftrictures,  are  formed.  To  this  point 
(after  a  thorough  courfe  of  undion  on 
the  thighs)  dired  fricftions,  gummous,  and 
relinous,  or  emollient  applications  out- 
wardly, and  bougies  inwardly  ufed  with 
judgment  and  perfeverance.  •  • 
By  thefe  means,  the  paffage  will  in' 
moft  cafes  be  again  cleared,  at  leaft  to  a 
tolerable  degree  the  habit  will  be  redi- 
fied,  and  the  gleet  dried  up. 


I 


S  E  C- 
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-SECTION  IX. 

Of  bougies. 

A  BOUT  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  the  nature  of  obfliruc- 
tions  in  the  urethra  began  to  be  under- 
ftood  and  treated  with  fuccefs  by  both 
regulars  and  empirics.  Of  the  ingredi- 
ents whereof  bougies  were  compofed  we 
have  feveral  formulas  in  the  books  of  that 
age,  and  their  utility  has  been  proved  in 
every  fucceeding  period. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  fuppofed,  that  an 
eminent  writer  on  the  maladies  of  the 
urethra  polTefTed  a  compofition  of  greater 
efficacy  than  any  ufed  by  other  furgeons  ; 
and  his  extraordinary  fuccefs  has  been 
afcribed  by  the  public  to  the  peculiar 
properties  of  his  bougies.  Almofl  all  the 
prefent  writers  contend,  that  the  common 
bougie  is  as  good  as  Mr.  Daran's.  But 

Imufl 
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I  muft  needs  fay,  that  his  method  of  ap- 
plying them  feems  much  better  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  than  any 
other  generally  known.  Who  in  this 
country,  for  examp'le,  perfeveres  in  their 
'  ufe  with  fuch  affiduity  as  that  gentleman  ; 
befides  the  flight  of  hand  in  introducing 
them,  which  he  has  acquired  from  having 
made  it  the  ftudy  of  his  life?  What 
furgeon  but  himfelf  paffes  them  t  wice  or 
thrice  a  day,  confines  his  patients  to  their 
couch,  vilits  them  at  a  ftated  hour,  regu- 
lates every  meal  and  every  cup  of  drink, 
jncreafes  and  diminifhes  the  fize  of  the 
bougie,*,  changes  the  application  accord- 

I  2  ing 

It  feldom  happens  that  the  obftruaion  in  the 
urethra  is  of  any  great  extent,  but  there  are  often 
three  or  four  in  the  courfe  of  the  pafTage.  In  either 
cafe,  the  very  fmall  bougie  is  of  no  efficacy. 

To  pafs  them  readily,  much  depends  on  the  point 
of  the  bougie  being  of  the  fiiape  of  a  probe,  or  of  a 
'^edge.    I  have  known  two  or  three  cafes,  of  many 

year's 
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ing  to  circumftances,  fixes  theii-  opera- 
tion on  the  difeafed  part  fo  nicely,  or,  by 
fuch  extenfive  acquaintance  with  the  prin- 
cipal difficulties  of  this  kind  throughout 
Europe,  knows  how  to  remedy  them  ? 
In  fhort,   I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
Mr.  Daran  is  entitled  to  fuperior  fuccefs 
by  fuperior  merit ;  at  the  flme  time  that 
I  acknowledge,  he  gives  the  whole  a  myf- 
terious  air,  which  favours  more  of  quack- 
^  ery  than  of  found  theory,  or  enlightened 
pradice. 

I  have 

vears  ftanding,  in  which,  by  an  attention  to  this 
circumftance,  I  have  readily  dipt  the  boug.e  through 
theobftruaion,  after  fruitlefs  attempts  made  by  others, 
to  the  infinite  relief  and  comfort  of  the  pauents  ; 
and  very  lately  in  three  elderly  men   who  had  been 

ortured'  as  they  fuppofed,  with  the  ftone  and  gr.ve  , 
for  which  they  had  taken  lithontr.pt.cs  of  every  md 
for  vears  together.    I  have  found,  on  examination  ot 
e'  ina ry  paflage  by  a  bougie,  that  an  obftrua.on 
.  the    ethra,  from  a  venereal  injury  fifteen,  or  twenty 

"eats  before,  was  the  fource  of  all  the.r  mifcry  ■  and  to 
^  hVh  neither  they,  nor  their  phyficians,   had  at- 
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I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  why 
Dr.  Aftruc  prefers  the  leaden  bougies  to 
the  common  fort,  or  why  he  reprefents  the 
laft,  of  which  we  all  know  fo  much  good, 
as  ineffedlual. 

I  cinnot  leave  the  article  of  bougies, 
without  mentioning  a  cafe  I  lately  met 
with,  of  a  kind  of  impotence  arifing  from 
1^  a  flridure  very  near  the  glans  penis  ; 
where  it  occurred  to  me,  that  an  obftruc- 
tion  fo  near  the  point  might,  on  attempt- 
ing coition,  affedt  the  feminal  veficles  fo 
fenfibly  as  always  to  occafion  the  femea 
being  thrown  off,  ante  veftibulum  orci : 
and  fo  it  was  in  fad: ;  for,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  bougies,  the  obftrudtion  was  Ipeedily 
removed.  I  was  told  by  my  patient's 
wife,  that  I  had  been  of  great  fervice, 
and  that,  if  her  hufband  had  applied  to 
me  fooner,  he  might  have  been  cured 
long  ago.  The  good  woman  lies  in  at 
this  time. 

S  E  C-^ 
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SECTION  X. 
Of  buboes, 

MUCH  has  been  written  about  ve- 
nereal buboes,  enough  to  con- 
found even  thofe  who  are  not  beginners. 
The  following  fadts  concerning  them  are 
true,  and  may  I  hope  be  ufeful  to  explain 
the  difficulties  that  occur  on  this  part  of 
the  fubjedl. 

Buboes  appear  lingly,  as  well  as  accom- 
panied with  other  venereal  fymptoms. 
Before  they  come  to  maturity,  the  pa- 
tient is  generally  opprefled  about  the  prs- 
cordia ;  which  does  not,  I  think,  happen 
in  any  degree  of  comparifon,  under  any 
other  circumftance  of  the  pox.  As  foon 
as  the  matter  flows  off,  the  patient  is 
greatly  relieved,  though  they  do  not  heal 
without  a  relapfe,  (even  where  they  have 
not  ap|)eared,  till  after  the  venereal  courfe 

has 
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has  been  thought  complete)  unlefs  indeed 
they  are  affifted  by  perfevering  in  that 
coarfe,  or  by  mercurial  aUeratives. 

The  French  pradtice  of  repelling  bu- 
boes, and  purging  them  off,  I  have  not 
found  to  anfwer>  though  tried  with  the 
\  utmoft  care.  Rubbing  the  mercurial  oint- 
ment on  the  bubo  itfelf,  ferves  only  to 
repel  the  difeafe  into  the  habit,  let  the 
quantity  rubbed  on  be  ever  fo  proper. 
Ulcers  in  the  throat,  or  foul  bones,  are 
often  the  immediate  confequence.  And 
here,  once  for  all,  I  declare  loudly  againft 
every  mercurial  application  to  the  difeafed 
or  ulcerated  part,  in  every  venereal  cafe ; 
till  the  general  habit  is  thoroughly  redti- 
fied  by  a  proper  courfe. 

Perhaps  indeed  there  is  one  exception  to 
this  rule,  viz.  where,  in  a  frefli  clap,  the 
patient  is  threatened  with  a  phymofis 
during  the  inflammatory  ftage  of  the  dif- 
temper  ;  when  the  ointment,  rubbed  op- 

th(i 


[    64  ] 

the  prepuce  and  glans  penis,  preferves  the 
part  from  ulcerations,  until  the  running 
and  regimen  have  given  the  difeafe  a  milder 
form. 

If  the  bubo  is  not  from  its  firft  appear- 
ance attended  with  confiderable  pain,  its 
fuppuration   will   advance   flowly ;  and 
therefore  the  patient  fhould  not  wait  for 
it,   but  immediately  fet  about  his  cure 
with  mercurial  ointment,  and  fuffer  the 
bubo  to  take  its  chance,  yet  ufing  the  ut- 
moft  caution  not  to  let  the  ointment  get 
near  the  bubo  itfelf ;  otherwife  he  may  in- 
creafe  his  difeafe  by  a  digeftive  regimen, 
and  give  it  time  to  fpread  by  delaying 
the  ufe  of  the  fpecific.    The  whole  fhould 
be  allowed  to  ripen,  before  it  is  opened. 
Provided  the  blood  be  otherwife  in  a  good 
ftate,  it  will  foon  heal,  and  fill  up,  even 
if  opened  only  by  a  longitudinal  incilion, 
without  torturing  the  edges  with  the  knife, 
or  deflroying  them  by  cauftic  applications. 

If 
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If  the  blood  and  juices  be  tainted  with 
a  fcorbutic,  fcrophulDus,  or  cancerous  qua- 
lity,* the  fore  will  not  foon  look  kindly, 
whether  treated  in  the  way  of  any  out- 
ward application,  or  of  any  internal  courfe. 
In  the  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  ftate, 
antifcorbutics,  ftrengtheners,  and  open  air, 
will  mend  the  appearances  and  heal  the 
fores,  if  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury 
has  been  like  wife  ufed.  It  is  in  the  cafe 
of  fcrophula  chiefly,  that  mercury  does 
moft  mifchief,  notwithftanding  what  the 
celebrated  Ballonius  fays  of  its  virtues  in 
the  ftruma. 

I  have  never  met  with  any  incurable 
cancerous  buboes.  They  have  indeed 
often  gone  on  for  many  months ;  but  they 
have  always   difappeared,    as  the  habit 

K.  mended. 

•  I  have  often  lamented  that  there  was  not  a  law 
prohibiting  marriage  aniong  fcrophulous,  maniac,  and 
cancerous  conftitutions,  as  well  as  againft  wedlock 
before  puberty. 
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mended.*    Of  late  years  at  leaft,  opium 
given  inwardly,  and  preparations  of  hem- 
lock both  outwardly  and  inwardly  admi- 
niftered,  have,  with  the  affiftance  of  coun- 
try air  and  a  heartier  diet,  hardly  ever 
failed  to  promote  a  digeftion,  and  effed: 
a  cure  in  a  reafonable  time.    To  fay  the 
truth,   I  have,   in  many  cafes  where  1 
could  give  no  relief  by  other  means,  ex- 
perienced fuch  frequent  good  effedts  of 
Storck's  hemlock,  and  aconite  medicines, 
as  convince  me,  that  there  has  been  fome 
want  of  candour  in  crying  them  down  fo 
flrongly  without  fairer  trials.     I  have, 
for   fome   years   paft,   given   about  ten 
pound  weight  of  the  extract  of  cicuta 
annually,  in  which  time,   it  is  certain 

I 

*  When  buboes  have  not  been  well  managed,  or 
are  opened  by  art,  or  break  before  the  venereal  hard- 
nefs  is  melted  down  into  pus,  they  become  fpuricus. 
In  fuch  cafes,  mercury  in  any  fhape,  or  even  applied 
to  the  part,  will  not  diUblve  the  hardnefs  ;  but  I  have 
feen  them  give  way  in  a  few  days  to  deco6lion  of  far- 
faparilla,  a  quart  a  day. 
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I  have  both  frequently  fucceedcd,  and 

■ 

frequently  failed.  I  have  failed  how- 
ever feldomer  in  mending,  the  face  of  ca- 
coethic  fores,  than  in  any  other  circum- 
ftance. 

SECTION  XI. 
Of  chancres. 

TT  THERE  there  is  not  venereal  virus 
^  ^  fufficient  to  produce  any  other 
fymptom  but  a  chancre  on  the  prasputium, 
or  glans  penis,  I  confider  the  cafe  as  the 
moft  fimple  fpecies  of  pox,  but  yet  hard- 
ly ever,  perhaps  I  fhould  fay  never,  to 
be  cured  radically,  without  a  mercurial 
courfe.  A  plentiful  difcharge  from  the 
chancre,  promoted  by  emollient  and  de- 
tergent applications,  if  not  of  the  mercu- 
rial kind,  will,  no  doubt,  forward  the 
cure  confiderably  :  but  I  am  forced  to 
differ  from  Dr,  Boerhaave  and  others, 

K.  z  when 
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when   they  fuppofe   the   appearance  in 
(^ueftion  to  be  a  local  complaint  only,  and 
fuch  as  may  be  cured  by  external  applica- 
tions.   Let  it  be  added,  that  every  mer- 
curial application  to  the  chancre  itfelf, 
whether  m  the  {hape  of  ointment,  or  of 
mercury  in  folutis  principiis,  as  the  che- 
raifts  affeft  to  call  it,  will  for  the  moft 
part  only  hide  the  difeafe,  or  drive  it  to 
the  inguinal  and  axillary  glands,  to  the 
tonfils,  or  even  to  the  bones  themfelves, 
unlefs  a  complete  antivenereal  courfe  be 
purfued;  and  yet  nothing  is  more  com- 
mon than  dreffing  the  chancre  with  every 
fpecies  of  mercurial  drefhngs.     Nor  is 
any  pradice  more  ufual  than  the  putting 
fuch  a  patient  on  a  courfe  of  purgatives 
with  mercurials  intermixed ;   which  me- 
thod often  produces  a  running  trom  the 
,rethra,  and  tranflates  the  chancre  to  us 
internal  furface.    No  fooner  is  this  eiiedt- 
ed,   than  it  palies  for  a  gleet  only,  and 
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the  chancre  is  forgot  i  turpentines  and 
other  halfamics  are  prefcribed,  the  run- 
ning ftops,  and  the  furgeon,  who  adts  on 
fuch  a  plan,  takes  his  leave.  Obferve 
the  confequence :  On  the  firft  debauch, 
or  violent  exercife,  the  gleet  returns ;  and 
if  the  unhappy  patient  has  been  again 
living  at  large,  the  running  is  confidered 
as  a  frefh  infedlion ;  at  beft  he  is  put  on  a 
purging  courfe  for  twenty  or  thirty  days, 
without  any  change  on  the  colour  of  the 
difcharge,  or  diminution  in  its  quantity; 
and  after  fix  weeks  it  is  referred  to  a  for- 
mer taint,  and  the  fame  cruel  game  is 
played  with  the  con/litution,  which  with- 
out the  ftrength  of  a  Hercules,  the  pa- 
tience of  a  Job,  and  the  afilftance  of  a 
mafier  in  the  profeffion,  ends  in  an  incu- 
rable gleet,  or  leaves  the  urethra  in  £^ 
chancrous  {late,  full  of  ftridures  and  car- 
jiofities. 

at 
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SECTION  XII, 

Of  other  pocky  fymptoms. 

AFTER  what  has  been  already  faid 
.  on  the  nature  of  venereal  infedion, 
and  the  method  of  treating  it  in  the  cir- 
cumflances  above  flated,  it  vv^ill  gene- 
rally be  underflood  how  to  apply  the 
dodlrine  to  all  the  other  appearances  of 
the  difeafe,  however  multiplied.  But  let 
it  be  ftill  remembered,  that  the  more  nu- 
merous the  marks  of  infedion  are,  the 
more  neceffary  it  will  be  to  attend  to  the 
squality  of  the  conftitution,  to  the  quantity 
of  mercury  requifite,  and  the  regimen 
adapted  to  both. 

It  will  naturally  be  aiked  here.  Does 
the  whole  cure  then  confift  in  ufing  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercurial  ointment, 
Vv'ith  a  proper  attention  to  thofe  few 
circumftances  ?     I  anfwer,   that,  where 

the 
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the  body  is  other  wife  in  perfedl  healthy 
it  generally  does ;  not  elfe.  For  exam- 
ple, a  man  catches  the  difeafe  after  a 
long  fea  voyage,  or  a  fevere  campaign  : 
in  this  cafe,  though  perhaps  to  outward 
appearance  all  looks  well,  the  blood  is 
yet  often  fo  much  diftempered,  that  the 
fymptoms  foon  grow  untoward,  or-  (how 
themfelves  obftinate,  and  the  patient  is 
broke  down,  before  you  are  aware.  Oi' 
fuppofe  he  has  got  a  clap  only  the  heat 
of  urine  continues  beyond  the  ufual  period^ 
the  eredions  are  frequently  intolerable, 
the  cordee  remains  for  weeks  together, 
erofions  behind  the  glans  penis  make  their 
appearance,  and  this  fo  equivocal  that 
you  can  fcarce  fay  to  what  degree  the 
infedtion  is  advanced,  and  neither  pur- 
ging nor  mercurials  are  cfFedual,  fo  as 
greatly  to  perplex  the  patient,  and  per- 
haps not  a  little  to  puzzle  the  phyfi- 
cian. 


If 
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If  it  happens  to  be  the  pox,  and  the 
chancres  cannot  be  brought  to  a  kindly 
difcharge,  but  on  the  contrary  fpread  and 
inflame,  the  bubo  will  neither  fuppurate, 
nor  can  it  be  healed  ;  and  if  the  difeafe  by 
neglect,  or  by  the  malignity  of  the  in- 
fedtion,  becomes  more  complicated,  and 
lefs  governable,  the  ufual  treatment  fails. 
The  fame  thing  takes  place,  to  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  in  a  fcrophulous  or  cancerous 
habit,  and  produces  almoft  infuperable 
difficulties,  unlefs  the  patient  is  fortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  man  of 
medical  learning,  or  large  experience,  who 
knows  how  to  reftore  the  blood  to  a  bal- 
famic  flate,  and  thereby  to  difentangle  the 
infection  from  the  habit  with  efHcacy,  cer- 
tainty, and  fpeed. 

To  promote  fuch  a  flate  of  the  juices, 

was  probably  the  caufe  of  introducing 

the  ufe  of  diet  drinks,  almofl  as  foon  as 

this  malady  was  known  3  and  in  countries 

where 
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where  the  perfpiration  is  exceffive,  and  the 
fluids  are  thin,  the  contagion  was  to  be 
carried  off  by  the  balfamic  or  adlive  qua- 
lities of  thofe  drinks. 

It  wilj,  I  am  afraid,  be  reckoned  a 
kind  of  herefy  to  maintain,  that  the 
guaiacum  is  of  little  or  no  virtue '  in  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Volumes  have  been  writ- 
ten to  extol  its  powers.  Dr.  Boerhaavc 
has  rendered  the  name  of  Hutten  immor- 
tal, by  the  manner  in  which  he  efpoufes 
his  method  of  giving  it.  True  it  is,  he 
wrote  in  Holland,  and  it  may  be  gene- 
rally prefumed,  with  a  peculiar  eye  to 
Dutch  conftitutions,  or  phlegmatic  ha- 
bits, in  which  this  medicine  might  poffi- 
bly  fucceed.  "Thus  much  however  I  can 
freely  affirm,  that  I  have  given  it,  or  feen 
it  given,  times  without  number,  in  al- 
mofl  all  the  ftubborn  fymptoms  of  the 
diforder  under  confideration,  without  the 
leaft  etiicacy,  unlefs  in  habits  that  wer^ 

L  very 
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very  phlegmatic  indeed,  or  elfe  greatly 
impoveriflied,  or  laftly  where  it  has  been 
combined  with  the  farfaparilla. 

To  what  I  have  advanced  elfewhere 
concerning  the  virtues  of  farfaparilla  I 
would  only  add  here,  that  I  have  not  fmce 
the  year  1753,  when  I  firfl  gave  it  in 
ftrong  decodtions,  found  any  reafon  to  re- 
trad  the  leaft  part  of  what  I  then  allerted ; 
excepting  only  in  the  cafe  of  a  few  cance- 
rous buboes,  which  will  not,  I  believe, 
give  way  on   a  fudden  to  any  method 
hitherto  difcovered,*  but  which,  I  know, 

may 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  M'Donald,  a  cen- 
tinel  in  the  third  regiment  of  foot-guard-s,  had  a 
truly  cancerous  bubo,  that  extended  above  a  foot  in 
diameter  on  the  abdominal  mufcles,  for  which  every 
thing  was  tried  in  vain,  where  the  difcharge  and  pain 
had  reduced  the  patient  almoft  to  a  fkeleton.  Itoccur- 
red  to  me,  that  lemon-juice  might  poffibly  be  ufeful : 
I  ordered  him  half  a  dozen  of  lemons,  or  upwards,  in  a 
day,  which  he  devoured  with  the  fame  eagernefs  as  if 
they  ha'd  been  apples.  He  had  not  done  this  for  three 
days  together,  when  all  his  pains  ceaftd,  the  fores 

yielded 


r  75  ] 

may  be  gradually  fubdued,  either  by  frefli 
air,  fuller  diet,  abftinence  from  mercurials, 
or  by  hemlock  -  applied  outwardly,  or 
given  inwardly,  whether  with  or  without 
opiates.  My  affertion  in  the  Medical 
Effays  of  London,  vol.  ift,*  was,  «  That 

*  every  cafe  truly  venereal  is  manageable 

*  by  mercury,  or  by  farfa  combined  with 
'  mercury.' 

As 

yielded  the  whiteft  and  mildeft  matter,  and  contrafled 
beyond  belief,  fo  as  to  heal  in  two  or  three  weeks.. 
Since  that  time  I  have  never  feen  any  difficulty  in 
healing  the  raoft  obllinate  bubo,  where  there  was  pain, 
ragged  edges,  or  cancerous  appearances,  provided  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercury  had  been  previoufly  ap- 
plied; nor  any  inconvenience  from  mercurial  medi- 
cines, where  (I  will  call  it)  the  fcorbutic  habit  had 
been  redtified  by  the  lemon-juice.  .  My  experienced  * 
and  judicious  friend  Mr.  Wollaflon,  furgeon  to  the 
third  regiment  of  foot-guards,  has  ever  fince,  both 
in  private  and"  public,  pradtifed  this  method  with  fuc- 
cefs.  The  neceffity  of  this  note  will  appear  from  fome 
important  obfervations  on  the  fubjeft,  in  the  fecond 
volume  of  the  Medical  Tranfadlions  of  London,  page 
338  et  infra. 

^  Sec  the  Appendix. 
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As  to  decodlions  of  bardana  and  meze- 
reon  roots,  the  herbs  faponaria,  lobelia, 
&c.  which  have  been  cried  up  by  diffe- 
rent writers,  my  experience  of  their 
powers  has  been  too  fmall  to  enabk  me  to 
pronounce  with  certainty,  but  quite  fuf- 
ficient  to  incline  me  to  fpeak  doubtfully, 
concerning  them. 

SECTION  xiir. 

NeceJJary  remarks  on  the  difeafe. 

TH  E  venereal  difeafe  differs  from 
moft  others  in  this  refped,  that  it 
has  no  perfedt  crifis,  except  in  its  fim- 
pleft  fpecies. 

It  is  always  in  a  progreffive  ffate,  grow- 
ing worfe  every  hour,  and  recoiling  with 
double  force,  if  the  cure  be  interrupted 
by  irregularity  of  any  kind,  or  if  you  give 
over  the  antivenereal  regimen  before  the 
complaint  is  fairly  concjuered. 

It 
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It  differs  in  its  quality  from  itfelf,  as 
much  as  the  confluent  fmall  pox  differs 
from  the  moft  diflincft  fort. 

In  its  moft  inflammatory  ftate,  the  an- 
tidote may  be  applied  fo  injudicioufly  as 
to  throw  it  much  deeper  into  the  habit, 
than  it  would  advance  in  equal  time,  if 
left  to  the  treatment  ufual  in  other  inflam- 
matory difeafes. 

The  conftitution  is  able  to  throw  off  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  infectious  mat- 
ter by  the  urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea,  and  by 
the  fuppuration  of  a  bubo  in  a  confirmed 
pox,  with  much  more  eafe  than  by  pur- 
ging in  the  clap,  or  by  a  mercurial  courfe 
fingly  in  the  pox.  In  the  laft  however, 
as  we  hinted  before,  fuch  a  difcharge 
alone  we  have  never  found  fufEcient, 
though  we  have  repeatedly  made  the  ex- 
periment. 

It  falls  out  but  rarely,  that  the  dif- 
eafe  in  our  days  affeds  the  vifcera  with 

fuch 
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fuch  obftrudlons  as  it  produced  at  its  firft 
appearance,  when  the  gonorrhcea  had  not 
yet  lliewed  itfelf,  and  the  ufe  of  mercury 
was  lefs  underftood.  This  indeed  I  have 
met  with  in  three  or  four  cafes,  where 
the  antivenereal  plan  only  had  power  to 
renf^ove  the  evil. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Afiatics  cure 
many  dropfies,  and  obftruded  vifcera,  by 
anointing  the  hepatic  region  with  mercu- 
rial ointment.  The  obftruaions  fo  cured 
have  been  probably  owing  to  a  venereal 
caufe.  I  have  failed  in  two  or  three  in- 
ftances  where  the  trial  was  made  very 
faithfully,  but  where  I  had  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  there  was  any  thing  venereal 
in  the  habit, 

Antifcorbutic  and  tonic  medicines, 
oranges,  lemons,  and  vegetables,  particu- 
larly the  hemlock  and  bark,  muft  pave 
the  way  to  the  cure  of  this  diforder,  if 
you  vvifh  that  cure  to  be  expeditious  and 

lafling, 
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lafling,  in  the  cafe  of  fcorbutic  or  fcrophu- 
lous  conditutions,  where  venereal  com- 
plaints are  always  peculiarly  dangerous. 

It  is  a  declaration  due  to  truth,  that 
I  have  not,  in  any  preparation  of  mercury 
ufed  by  injection,  found  either  a  certain 
preventive,  or  a  certain  cure,  of  any  ve- 
nereal taint,  at  any  feafon  from  or  before 
coition  to  the  moft  complete  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  notwithflianding  the  boafted 
powers  of  noftrums  which  Fallopius, 
Mufitaous,  F.  Hoffman,  and  many  pro- 
found connoiffeurs,  and  I  will  add,  un-i- 
princijDled  impoftors  in  this  metropolis,  fo 
confidently  recommend. 

Certain  it  is  that  I  have  formerly 
brought  a  pox  on  feveral,  by  attempting 
a  cure  with  injedions  of  calomel,  mercu- 
rial ointment  diflblved  with  the  yolk  of 
an  egg  and  injedled,  mercurial  ointment 
introduced  into  the  urethra,  the  famed 
folution  of  mercury  with  gum  ammoniac, 

diluted 
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diluted  aqua  phagadenica,  and  Van  Swie- 
ten's  aqua  antivenerea,  &c.* 

Mufitanus  indeed  goes  fo  far  as  to 
affirm,  that  he  has  known  a  thoufand  claps 
cured  by  an  injedion  of  calomel.  We 
have  feen  many  obftinate  gleets  cured  by 
it,  at  the  end  of  a  proper  courfe ;  but 
muft  repeat,  that  we  have  brought  the  pox 
on  feveral  people  in  the  clap,  by  means  of 
this  medicine,  when  we  ufed  it  in  the  be- 
ginning of  a  gonorrhcea  virulenta. 

F.  Hoffman  has  afferted  the  famb  thing 
with  the  prieft  s  but  ^leither  of  their  au- 
thorities can  weigh  againft  daily  obferva- 
tion. 

*  Notwithftanding  the  bold  afTeverations  of  our 
modern  injedtion-mongers,  I  am  convinced,  by  every 
hew  day's  experience,  of  the  many  mifchiefs  arifing 
from  flopping  runnings  in  recent  claps  by  injecEtions. 
A  man  of  honour  and  veracity  has  within  thefe  few- 
days  aflured  me,  that  fifty  of  his  acquaintances,  be- 
lides  himfelf,  have  been  poxed  lately  by  the  iiijedlions 
of  one  furgeon  In  this  town. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  XIV. 
A  f  rob  km. 

WHAT  pains  have  not  been  taken 
to  find  out  an  application,  or  in- 
jecflion,  that  will,  either  ante  aut  poft 
coitum,  prevent  venereal  infedlion  ?  Fal- 
lopius,  Mufitanus,  and  others,  have  given 
us  prefcriptions,  of  whofe  efEcacy  they 
feem  to  entertain  no  doubt. 

To  me,  I  confefs,  the  fubtilty  of  this 
polfon  appears  too  like  that  of  eled;rical 
fire  to  be  prevented.  It  is  well  for  the 
human  race  that  it  can  be  cured. 

I  knew  a  young  man,  whofe  blood  was 
obliged  to  be  loaded  with  mercury  in  a 
great  quantity  by  inundlion  for  a  pocky 
taint.  As  foon  as  his  cure  was  completed, 
he  lay  with  a  woman  who  infedled  every 
body  elfe,  but  he  efcaped.  In  this  cafe, 
I  fuppofe,  the  quantity  of  mercury  in  the 

M  habit 
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habit  overbalanced  the  quantity  of  difeafe, 
and  afted  as  a  prophyladlic  :  '  mais  le  jeu 

*  ne  vaut  pas  la  chandelle.' 

'  Forfan  hydrargyrum  in  oleo  animali 
'  vel  vegetabili  codo  folutum,  &  virgs 

*  ante  coi'tum  bene  inunftuin,  ad  prophy- 

*  laxin  appropinquat.' 

SECTION  XV. 

Of  77iercury  and  its  preparations. 

O  O  O  N  after  the  venereal  diflemper 
had  made  its  appearance  in  our  he- 
mifphere,  it  was  difcovered,  that  medi- 
cines of  the  common  fort  neither  checked 
its  progrefs,  nor  accomplifhed  its  cure. 
Some  of  the  fymptoms  refembling  fo 
nearly  thofe  obftinate  difeafes  where  mer- 
curial medicines  alone  had  been  found 
effedtual,  probably  led  our  forefathers  to 
try  their  efficacy  in  this,  notwithftanding 
its  fuppofed  bad  qualities,  which  they 

at- 
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attempted  to  corred;  by  the  addition  of 
other  ingredients.  The  malignity  and 
fpread  of  the  difeafe  foon  brought  it  into 
general  ufe. 

o 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  changeable 
nature  of  mercury  from  a  fluid  into  a  fo- 
lid,  from  a  volatile  into  a  fixed  ftate,  from 
a  mild  into  an  acrid  quality,  and  from  its 
own  colour  into  almoft  all  colours  ?  The 
chemifls,  or  the  alchemifls,  can  tell  you 
how  all  this  happens,  and  lover-like  are 
fondeft  of  what  has  given  them  moft  trou- 
ble.   To  them  I  refer  the  curious  enqui- 
rer, meaning  only  to  lay  before  my  reader 
a  few  fads  concerning  mercury,  and  its 
preparations,  that  may  claim  fome  atten- 
tion from  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  ve- 
nereal cafes. 

And  firft,  as  to  its  ores  j  the  virtues  of 
thefe  do  not  by  any  means  correfpond 
with  what  has  been  faid  of  them  in  moft 
books  that  treat  of  venereal  difeafes. 

M  2  For 
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For  native  cinnabars  are,  in  their  effeds 
on  the  body,  either  fettered  on  the  one 
hand  by  then-  combination  with  fulphur, 
or  dangerous  on  the  other  by -effluvia  from 
the  arfenical  part  of  them.    I  have  twice 
feen  a  confiderable  falivation  raifed  by  gi- 
ving native  cinnabar  inwardly.^    The  mif- 
chiefs  occafioned  by  fumigations,  where 
the  lungs  are  weak,  or  fubjedt  to  afthmas, 
haemorrhages,  &c.  are  well  known.  The 
difappointments   I  have  met  with  from 
the  ufe  of  the  faclitious,  or  antimonial 
kinds,  both  given  inwardly,  and  outwardly 
applied,  correfpond  exadly  with  the  expe- 
rience of  Dr.  Aftruc  on  this  head.  But 
I  feel  very  little  difpofition  to  try  powers 
which  are  at  beft  equivocal,   where  we 
have  certain  ones  at  hand.    I  mean,  that 
their  application  rcprelles,  or  at  bed  only 
tranflates  the  complaints  for  which  they 
:re  ufed,  rather  than  extirpates  them. 
If  quickfilver,   when  drained  through 

leather, 
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leather,  leaves  no  dregs  behind,  or  diftilled 
with  quick-lime  comes  out  in  the  fame 
quantity  as  when  put  into  the  vefTel,  it 
is  then  fit  for  every  ufe,  whether  out- 
wardly applied  or  inwardly  adminiftered, 
as  well  as  for  all  the  preparations  into 
which  chemifts  have  tortured  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  experiments  recorded 
by  Englifh  writers,  it  appears,  that  large 
quantities  of  quickfilver,  even  '  to  the 
amount  of  lixteen  pound  weight,*-  have 

been 

*  Having  accidentally  heard  my  friend  William 
Fifher,  Efq.  of  Camberwell,  in  Surry,  mention  two 
cafes,  and  confiilent  witii  his  knowledge,  very  extra- 
ordinary both  for  the  quantity  of  crude  .  mercury 
taken  inwardly,  and  its  efFefls  j  I  have  added  a  copy 
of  a  letter  which  he  has  favoured  me  with  on  this 
fubjcft. 

Camberwell^  Jpril  ii,  1772. 

"  Dear  Sir, 

"IN  confequence  of  your  requeft,  I  fend  you 
"  an  account  of  two  gentlemen  of  my  acquaintance, 

who  each  of  them  told  me  they  had  taken  above 
*'  one  hundred  pounds  weight  of  crude  mercury. 

«  W. 
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been  fwallowed  by  one  patient,  without 
producing    any   remarkable  phsenomena 

in 

W.  Mofes,  whofe  letter  is  publiflied  page  158,  in 
Dr.  Dover's  Legacy,  is  one  of  them:  and  he  told 
me  he  never  walked  one  mile  without  fitting  down, 
"  before  he  took  quickfilver  ;  and  that,  after  taking 
*'  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  ounces  in  fo  many  day?, 
**  he  walked  to  Batfon's  cofFee-houfe  from  Greenwich, 
to  tell  Dr.  Dover  how  well  he  was,  and  after  drinking 
*'  a  difli  of  chocolate  he  walked  back  again  j  and  that  he 
has  had  a  quantity  come  from  him  after  he  had  not 
taken  any  for  fix  months.    The  above  was  a  lieu- 
*'  tenant  in  the  navy,  and  then  about  forty-fix  years 
*'  old  when  he  told  me  the  tale,   and  fomething 
*'  fhort -breathed  :  he  thought  he  could  not  have  lived, 
"  if  he  had  not  taken  the  above. 

"  The  other  was  a  gentleman  of  Putney,  extremely 
**■  afflidled  with  the  rheumatifm,  laid  up  almoft  all 
*'  winter  for  years  ;  and  when  he  told  me,  which  was 
"  in  April,  (thirty-five  years  fince)  he  faid  his  prac- 
*'  tice  was,  laft  winter,  tofhoot;  and  when  wet  to  the 
*'  Ikin,  he  went  to  the  club  after  he  came  home,  and 
*'  found  no  hurt  from  fitting  till  his  clothes  dried 
'*  on  his  back. 

'*  I  finccrely  believe  both  accounts  to  be  true, 
"  and  am, 

«'  Dear  Sir, 

**  Yours,  &c. 

«  W.  FISHER." 


in  that  cafe,  or  indeed  in  any  others  un- 
lefs  when  a  part  of  it  happened  to  be  dif^ 
folved  by  the  faliva,  or  gaftric  juices,  and 
thereby  lodged  for  fome  time  in  the  prinias 
v'lXf  where  it  produced  the  common  efFe(5l 
of  increafing  the  falivary  fecretions,  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  difTolved,  or 
to  the  ftate  of  the  patient's  juices  at  the 
time  of  giving  it.  In  thefe  inftances 
it  eorrefponds  with  mercury  diffolved  in 
honey,  turpentine,  &c.  as  in  the  pil.  Ear- 
baroff.  de  Belloft.  pil.  mercurial.  Pharm. 
Lond.  &c.  at  the  worft  producing  lymp- 
toms  very  manageable  in  general,  and 
effects  more  or  lefs  beneficial  accordipg 
to  circumftances. 

As  to  the  effects  of  crude  .mercury  in 
this  difeafe,  diirolved  with  turpentines, 
or  otherwife  combined  with  alexiphar- 
mics,  diuretics,  purgatives,  &c.  I  would 
not  abfolutely  fay,  that  the  pocky  infec- 
tion is  always  too  great  for  fuch  medicines 

ta 
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to  take  place  :  but  fo  long  as  you  remain 
ignorant  in  what  proportion  the  mercurial 
medicine  has  entered  the  lafteal  veffels, 
and  what  points  it  has  carried,  you  can- 
not tell  how  to  afcertain  the  dofe,  or 
fecure  the  patient  againft  a  relapfe  j  that 
is,  in  pocky  cafes. 

The  fame  objedion,  though  not  in  the 
fame  degree,-  lies  againft  trufting  to  its 
efFedt  in  plafters :  for,  on  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  difeafe,  much  was  done  by 
them  both  in  their  fmiple  and  complicated 
forms,  provided  they  were  perfevered  in 
lojig  enough  to  lodge  a  fufficient  quantity. 

He  muft  be  a  man  of  very  little  obfer- 
vation  indeed,  who  has  not  feen  the  mif- 
chiefs  arifing  from  mercurial  plaflers  ap- 
plied to  buboes,  and  other  venereal  tu- 
mours, by  fending  them  back  into  the 
habit. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  is  effeifted  by  oint- 
ment prepared  in  the  moft  fimple  form, 

or 
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or  crude  mercury  rubbed  into  an  ointment 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  hogs-lard. 

In  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  mercurial 
ointment  having;  been  rubbed  on  the 
groins  in  juft  proportions,  fuppofe  to  the 
quantity  of  an  ounce  or  more  at  due  in- 
'  ,  tervals  (purgative  medicines  being  inter- 
mixed at  proper  diflances)  ;  the  difcharge 
generally  changes  from  .  a  green  or  yel- 
low colour  to  one  whiter,  and  more 
rcfembling  the  femen,  or  to  one  of  a 
yellow  tinge  in  the  middle  of  the  fpeck ; 
or  elfe  it  becomes  more  ropy,  and  lefs 
like  melted  tallow,  diminifhing  at  the 
fame  time  in  quantity.  But  where  the 
gonorrhcea  has  been  of  fuch  long  ftand- 

ting  as  to  have  produced  carnofities  or 
ftri(ftures  in  the  urethra,  no  inundtion  will 
be  fijfficient  without  a  local  treatment. 

When  the  difeafe  fliews  itfelf  with 
pocky  fymptoms,  as  chancres,  buboes, 
puflules,    6cc.    and  you  rub  on  a  due 

N  pro- 
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proportion  of  this  ointment,  accompa, 
jnied  with  a  fuitable  regimen,  what  are 
the  effeds  ?  Sometimes  a  plentiful  fpit- 
ting,  with  its  attendants,  and  a  cure ; 
fometimes  plentiful  fweating,  and  a  cure  j 
at  other  times  no  fenfible  evacuation,  or 
change  on  the  body,  and  yet  a  cure, 
equally  agieeable  and  permanent ;  except 
in  fome  few  cafes,  which  are  conquered  af- 
terwards by  diet  drinks,  fmall  dofes  of  pil. 
argent,  vivi,  or  flight  mercurial  fridlions. 

I  allow  that  the  diminution  of  the 
iymptoms  is  not  always  apparent,  how- 
ever properly  the  courfe  may  have  been 
purfued,  and  that  thirty  or  even  forty 
drachms  of  the  flrong  mercurial  ointment 
will  not  always  -  remove  the  fymptoms  of 
the  difeafe.  Continue,  in  that  cafe,  to  rub  a 
few  times  more,  and  a  larger  quantity  at  a 
time ;  and  what  enfues  ?  As  if  the  artillery 
had  not  been  heavy  enough  before,  by  thus 
increafing  its  weight  you  make  a  breach 

at 
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at  laft,  and  the  difeafe  is  taken  hy  ftorm ; 
frequently,  as  was  faid  above,  without  fali- 
vation,  fweating,  a  greater  diurefis,  or  any 
difagreeable  confequence  whatever;  and 
generally  too  without  any  feverity  of  regi- 
men, even  in  open  air.    I  would  not  be 
underftood  to  mean,   that  the  inunitions 
are,  in  this  event,  to  be  left  off  immedi- 
ately.   On  the  contrary,  it  fhould  be  a 
general  rule  to  continue  them  for  a  fhorter 
or  longer  time,  according  to  the  degree  of 
ftubbornnefs  which  has  attended  the  fymp- 
toms ;  as  it  is  certain  that,  without  fuch 
precaution,  there  may  be  a  danger  of  their 
returning. 

The  two  oldeft  and  moft  experienced 

tfurgeons  in  the  treatment  of  venereal  com- 
plaints, that  I  am  acquainted  with,  have 
both  afTured  me,  that  a  very  great  part  of 
the  mifchief  done  by  this  difeafe  in  Eng- 
land, feemed  to  have  arifen  from  want  of 

at- 
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attention  to  the  proper  quantity  of  mer- 
cury neceffary  for  its  abfolute  extindlion. 

In  relation  to  this  quantity,  hear  the 
opinion  of  two  celebrated  judges  among 
foreigners.  "  It  is  difficult,"  fays  Aflruc,* 
**  to  afTert,   a  priori,  what  quantity  of 

mercury  will,  in  the  whole,  be  necef- 
**  fary  to  cure  the  diftemper  completely ; 

lince;  that  depends  upon  the  age,  fex, 
**  and  temperament  of  the  patient  j  the 

malignity,  degree,  and  inveteracy  of  the 
**  infection;  the  number,  ufe,  and  im- 
"  portance  of  the  parts  affeded.  It 
"  muft  be  judged  of  a  pofteriori,  from 

the  abatement  and  ceafing  of  the 
"  fymptoms ;  but  it  is  found  by  repeated 

obfervations,  that  commonly  not  lefs 

than  two  ounces  of  the  ftrong  mercu- 
**  rial  ointment  is  fufficient,  and  not  more 
«*  than  three  or  four  ounces  neceftary." 

The 

*  Aftruc,  lib.  iv.  cap.  7.  p.  272.  ed.Parif.  1740,  4to» 
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The  other  writer,  Septalius,  who  had 
the  care  of  the  great  hofpital  of  Broglio 
at  Milan,  for  forty  years  together,  where 
by  his  account  he  cured  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  near  one  thoufand  patients  yearly, 
fays,*  "  That  for  completing  one  cure 
"  there  ought  to  be  ufed,   at  repeated 
<*  inundions,   three  or  four   ounces  of 
^ctfilver  5   and   that   the  infeaion 
*f  (hould  not  be  carried  off  by  purga- 
tives,    unlefs  in  cafes  of  the  utmoft 
neceffity."    It  is  the  advice  of  this  ex- 
perienced phyficianj-f  either  not  to  ufe 
mercurials  at  all,   or  to   ufe   them  in 
a  ^quantity  fufficient  to  enfure  fuccefs  ; 
**  lince  by  too  fparing  an  application  of 
**  them  the  morbid  matter  is  fet  in  mo- 
**  tion ;  and  the  fymptoms  being  only  di- 
"  minifhed,  not  removed,  ur^lefs  perhaps 
"  to  the  nobler  parts,  the  patient  is  left, 

"  un- 

*  Septalii  Animad.  lib.  vii.  §  224  &  231. 
^  Id.  lib.  vii,  §  218. 
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tincured  and  difappointed,  to  drag  out 
**  a  mifcrable  life." 

I  queftion  whether  any  omiffion  in  the 
pradice  of  phyfic  hurts  fo   deeply  the 
health  of  the  rifing  generation,  as  that 
juft  now  mentioned.    Let  me  call  upon 
the  young  and  ingenuous  practitioners  of 
the  healing  art,  as  they  value  the  honour 
of  their  profeffion,   arid  the  welfare  of 
their  fellow  creatures,  not  to  negled:  this 
counfel  from  one  who  has  been  ufing 
mercury  near  thirty  years,  for  almoft  as 
many  venereal  patients  as  Septalius  hini- 
felf. 

I  cannot  reftrain  myfelf  from  obferving 
here,  how  fashionable  it  is  become  with 
,  many  to  defpife  old ,  writers,  and  to  de- 
preciate as  obfolete  every  obfervation, 
how  ufeful  foever  in  pradtice,  that  has 
not  been  made  in  our  more  enlightened 
days  :  but,  certainly,  he  who  has  efla- 
bliflied  the  truefl  principles  of  cure  de- 

ferves 
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ferves  the  greateft  efteem,  and  the  clofeft 
attention,  at  whatever  period  he  wrote. 

With  regard  to  the  compofition  of  the 
ointment,  I  would  always  recommend 
equal  proportions  of  lard  and  quickfilver ; 
the  inunction  with  a  drachm  or  two,  at 
moft,  being  with  difficulty  rubbed  on  to 
drynefs,  without  leaving  the  thighs  too 
long  expofed  to  the  air ;  as  on  the  other 
hand  a  quantity  of  mercury  fufficient  to 
extinguifh  the  infedtion,  is  not  eafily  rub- 
bed on,  if  the  proportion  of  lard  to  quick' 
filver  be  double. 

When  the  patient's  fkin  is  eafily  fret- 
ted, the  ointment  fhould  be  prepared  with 
as  fmall  a  quantity  of  turpentine  as  poffi- 
ble ;  by  which  means  he  is  faved  an  erup- 
tion of  angry  puftules,  that  often  obftrud 
the  anointing  of  thofe  parts  where  it  can 
be  done  moft  completely,  namely  the 
thighs,  and  the  infide  of  them  efpecially. 
When,  fuch  puftules  are  troublefome,  the 

oint- 
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ointment  muft  be  applied  on  the  out- 
fides,  till  the  infidcs  of  the  thighs  have 
recovered. 

By  the  way,  one  is  tempted  to  fmile  at 
the  common  manner  of  applying  the  mer- 
curial ointment,   firft  on  the  feet,  then 
on  the  legs,  then  on  the  thighs,  then  on 
the  arms^  fhoulders,   and  trunk  of  the 
body ;  as  if  there  were  magic  in  the  pro- 
cefs,   and  the  doctor  were  a  conjurer. 
Surely  the  ointment   j^ubbed   upon  the 
thighs,  which  can  be  defended  from  cold 
in  winter  by  flannel  drawers,  and  in  fum- 
mer  by  cotton  or  linen  ones,  worn  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  inundlion,  and 
where  it  can  be  applied  without  any  in- 
conveniency,  is  as  well  or  better  calcu- 
lated to  convey  the   mercury   into  the 
blood,  though  not  to  keep  up  the  parade  ' 
of  art. 

Too  large  a,  quantity  ihould  not  be 
made  at  once.    The  unguentum  coeru- 
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leum  fortius,  of  the  London  Pharmaco- 
poeia, fhould  be  expunged  as  ineffedlual, 
in  any  confiderable  degree,  for  the  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe ;  the  balfam  of 
fulphur,  with  which  the  mercury  is  com- 
bined, probably  deftroying  its  efficacy ; 
at  leaft  1  have  found  it  fo. 

If  any  confiderable  quantity  of  the  oint- 
ment is  prepared  at  once,  it  {hould  be 
flirred  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot 
every  time  it  is  ufed,  that  the  whole  may 
be  equally  ftrong. 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  pradlice  to 
anoint  the  joints  with  the  mercury.  I  have 
heard  people,  who  have  been  fo  treated, 
complain  of  great  coldnefs  in  'them  after- 
wards. Surely  it  is  more  probable  that 
an  abforption  of  the  mercury  on  the 
tendinous  or  nervous  parts  of  our  frame 
(hould  produce  fuch  fymptoms,  fince  we 
are  told  that  artificers,  and  the  workers 

O  of 
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of  mercurial  mines,  are  fubjedl  to  them 
on  the  flefliy  parts  of  the  thighs. 

I  pretend  not  to  decide  whether  the 
lard's  becoming  attenuated  by  age  is  an 
advantage  or  no.  Septalius  touches  on 
thefe  two  laft  particulars. 

The  following  hints  deferye  the  notice 
of  every  fargeon,  and  are  not  generally 
known. 

Rub  a  little,  fuppofe  lefs  than  a  di-achm 
at  a  time,  of  mercurial  ointment  upon 
chancre,  a  beginning  bubo,  or  phymofis, 
and  repeat  it  daily  for  three  or  four  times 
and  it  will  remove  the  appearance  of  dif- 
eafe  from  the  part,  and  drive  it  into  the 
conftitution,  perhaps  upon  the  bones^ 
probably  into  the  throat,  but  always  from 
the  part.  Every  mercurial  application  to 
a  venereal  fore,  whether  chancre  or  bubo, 
is  equally  improper,  till  you  have  con- 
quered the  infedion. 

Rub  to  the  quantity  of  three,  four, 

OF 
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or  five,  and  fome  few  times  more  ounces, 
in  proper  dofes,  upon  any  part  of  the 
body,  except  the  part  affjfted ;  and  all 
the  fy mptoms  of  the  difeafe,  which  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  venerea],  will  either 
difappear,  and  never  return,  or  elfe  be  fo 
altered  as  to  give  v/ay  to  diet  drinks  of 
farfa,  or  bardana,  or  perhaps  of  the  plants 
faponaria  and  lobelia,  or  the  roots  of  me- 
zereon.  Of  the  farfaparilla  I  fpeak  with 
certainty ;  of  the  others,  the  longer  I  live, 
I  doubt  the  more. 

Again,  rub  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
piercurial  ointment  on  any  part  of  the 
body,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fcrophulous  or  fcor- 
butic  habit,  tainted  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  pox;  and,  in  many  inftances,  it  will 
produce  a  violent  fahvation,  that  in  fpite 
of  all  forts  of  remedies  (hall  run  on  for 
feveral  weeks  ;  the  patient  fhali  be  much 
reduced  in  his  ilrength,  wafted  in  his 
|3ody,  and  remain  tainted  with  the  difeafe, 

^  2  not.- 
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notwithftanding  the  falivation  has  been  fo 
inordinate.  Repeat  the  anointing,  and  the 
effedl  will  be  the  fame,  though  in  a  lefs 
degree. 

Bat  firfl  corredl  this  fcorbutic  difpofi- 
tion,  then  rub  on  the  mercury,  proceed 
to  the  length  above  mentioned,  at  proper 
intervals,  and  in  proper  quantities  ;  and 
you  will  generally,  even  without  affect- 
ing the  rnouth,  obtain  a  complete  cure. 
Go  beyond  this  quantity,  and,  except 
in  a  few  cafes,  mercury  fhall  feem  to 
have  produced  no  further  effed  on  the 
fymptoms.  Here  we  may  fay  with  truth, 
that  it  has  done  both  its  beff,  and  its 
worft :  it  has  faved  the  conflitution  from 
being  ruined  by  the  difeafe,  and  it  has 
changed  a  ftrong  into  a  weaker  habit. 

Formerly,  phyficians  were  exceeding 
follicitous  to  raife  the  falivation  to  the  ut- 
moft  height,  left  they  fhould  not  be  cer- 
tain of  the  cure  without  it.    Of  late, 

they 
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they  have  been  contented  with  fweating, 
or  plentiful  difcharges,  of  urine.  Now, 
many  are  fatisfied  if  they  ufe  a  given  quan- 
tity, whether  it  affeds  the  falivary  glands, 
or  goes  off  either  by  perfpiration  or  urine. 
I  am  difpofed  to  be  of  the  laft  number, 
with  this  difference,  that  where  there  is  a 
little  forenefs  and  heat  in  the  o-ums,  I 
should  cxped;  a  more  fpeedy  cure,  than 
where  there  is  either  none  at  all,  or  where 
there  is  a  more  copious  falivation. 

I  have  fometinies  gone  fo  far  as  to  think, 
that  mercury,    by  producing   a  fort  of 
fermentation  in  the  juices,  without  load- 
ing too  much   the  falivary   glands,  or 
.    augmenting  their  fecretions  confidcrably, 
P  was  better  for  the  conftitution,  than  when, 
by  greatly  tainting  the  faliva,  it  produced 
a  putrid  diathefis.    More  experience  has 
confirmed  me'in  this' idea, 
jl     Upon  the  whole,  I  believe,  that  pur- 
ging gently  in  the  inflammatory  flate,  at 

the 
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the  intervals  already  fpecified,  and  inter- 
mixing crude  mercury  internally,  or  ap- 
plying it  externally  in  julT:  quantities,  as 
foon  as  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are 
abated,  will  cure  a  clap  in  all  its  ftages ; 
and  that  mercurial  ointment,  ufed  in  the 
proportions  above  direded,  will  generally 
fecure  the  conftitution  againfi:  the  further 
progrefs  of  a  confirmed  pox,  or  at  leaH: 
enable  you  to  eradicate  it  by  the  affiflance 
of  other  medicines  before  mentioned. 

I  hope  that  delicate  patients  will  not 
be  alarmed  at  fuch  a  method  of  cure, 
when  I  fhall  have  mentioned  one  fad;, 
viz.  that,  in  the  courfe  of  near  thirty 
years  pradice,  1  have  not  been  able  to 
trace  any  lading  bad  effeds  of  mercury  on 
thofe  who  have  ufed  even  the  hrgeft  quanr 
titles  of  it,  by  inundion,  in  the  cafe  of 
conftitutions  otherwife  healthy.  I  fpeak 
not  of  fcorbutic,  fcrophulous,  cancerous, 
nor  yet  of  paralytic  ones,  where  family 
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infirmities  are  moR  injurioufly  imputed 
to  mercury. 

Compare  now  the  effedls  of  mercurial 
ointment  juft  defcribed,  with  thofe  of 
mercury  in  ores,  but  chiefly  diilolved  with 
acids ;  in  which  I  include  the  turpeths, 

corrofive  fublimate,  or  the  latter -duTcifred 
» 

by  repeated  fublimations,  and  mercurial 
precipitates.  Of  fome  of  thefe  a  quarter 
or  half  a  grain,  or  even  lefs,  and  that  di- 
luted too,  will  produce  anxieties,  trem- 
blings, vomitings,  hypercatharfes,  con- 
vulfions,  and  fometimes  death  at  beft, 
falivations  not  to  be  reftrained  for  weeks, 
months,  or  even  a  longer  period.  I  know, 
at  this  moment,  an  old  patient  of  mine, 
who  has  returns  of  the  falivation,  that 
laft  for  weeks  together,  accompanied  with 
a  brafly  tafte  in  his  mouth,  as  if  he  was 
under  a  courfe  of  mercury,  though  it  is 
now  above  twelve  years  fince  he  has  ufed 
any,  in  whatever  fhape.    And,   what  is 

perhaps 
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perhaps  yet  more  to  be  dreaded,  no  cure, 
or  not  a  permanent  one,  will  be  accom- 
plifhed  at  laft,  though  the  falivation  be 
repeated.  Yet  fome  or  all  of  thefe  dread- 
ful confequences  muft  be  hazarded,  be- 
caufe  a  fmaller  quantity  of  mercury  in  this 
way  is  pretended  to  be  fufficient  for  the 
cure,  and  lefs  deftrudive,  as  well  as  more 
delicate.  The  lafl  part  of  the  propofition 
I  admit,  but  the  other  two  I  utterly  deny. 

Were  it  right  to  give  into  theory,  on  a 
fubjedl  where  we  have  fad:s  fufficient;  it 
might  perhaps  be  faid  of  mercury  acidu- 
lated in  any  way  you  will,  that  even 
the  falivation,  with  all  its  fevere  attend- 
ants, is  not  your  fecurity.  Either  the 
fores  do  not  heal,  or  the  fymptoms  do  not 
difappear,  perhaps  indeed  from  the  pa- 
tient's not  being  able  to  bear  the  feverity 
of  the  falivation,  and  the  repeated  efFefts 
of  the  mercury  on  the  ftomach  or  bowels; 
or  finally  no  cure  takes  place. 

.SEC- 
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SECTION  XVI. 

On  the  prefent  Jiate  of  the  pox. 

1 T  is  a  queftion  that  has  been  much 
^  ac^itated,  whether  the  difeafc  of  which 

CD  ' 

We  have  been  treating,  is  on  the  decline 
or  not.  I  would  anfwer  it  by  afking 
another  queftion.  Is  the  paffion  for  plea- 
fure  on  the  decline  ? 

In  fadt,  I  believe  that  the  difeafe  is 
growing  much  more  general,  while  the 
treatment  of  it  is  ftill  fliamefully  unequal. 

There  has  been  an  sra  in  its  hiftory, 
when  it  became  milder.  I  allude  to  the 
firfl  appearance  of  the  gonorrhcea.  But 
too  many  furgeons  daily  flmt  up  that 
avenue  to  relief,  by  a  variety  of  injedlions 
mercurial,  balfamic,  and  aftringent.  I 
leave  their  patients  to  bear  witnefs  with 
what  woful  effeds  amongft  others,  fsvelled 
tefticles,  unhappy  wives,  and  an  half  rot- 
ten pofterity. 

P  Another 
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Another  principal  fource  of  the  increafe 
of  this  evil  is  the  general  ignorance  with 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  mercury  requi- 
iite,  and  to  the  manner  of  applying  it, 
which  changes  totally  the  face  and  qua- 
lity of  the  complaint. 

A  third  moft  material  circumftance  to 
be  reckoned  here  is  that  of  the  grafts  from 
Africa,  and  both  the  Indies ;  where,  the 
treatment  being  ftill  lefs  underftood,  the 
difeafe  has  been  fuffered  to  lay  deeper  hold, 
and  to  produce  more  ftubborn  fymptoms. 

The  laft  caufe  that  I  fhall  mention, 
but  not  the  leaft,  is  the  conftitution  of 
modern  livers;  where  love  of  eafe,  love  of 
pleafure,  continual  watching,  and  anxious 
gaming,  have  miferably  enervated  the 
pofterity  of  thofe  heroes  who  fought  at 
Agincourt  and  Crefly, 

THE  END, 
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O  N  THE 

VIRTUES 

OF  THE 

SARSAPARILLA  ROOT 

IN  THE 

VENEREAL  DISEASE* 

THE  reputation  that  a  certain  medi- 
cine has  of  late  years  acquired  in 
London  in  fome  venereal  cafes,  and  in 
which  the  farfaparilla  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
principal  ingredient,  put  me  upon  enquiring 
among  my  friends  if  any  experiments  had 
been  made  to  verify  fuch  a  conjedlure. 

P  2  It 

*  Firft  publifhed  in  the  Medical  Obfervations  of 
London. 
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It  was  in  the  CQurfe  of  this  enquiry  th^t 
Dr.  Hunter  favoured  me  with  the  hiftory 
of  a  venereal  cafe,  attended  with  ill  condi- 
tioned ulcers  in  the  groin^  wherein  a  flrong 
decodiion  of  the  farfaparilla  root,  taken  to 
the  quantity  of  a  quart  a  day,  and  perfifted 
in  for  fome  tinip,  had  effeded  a  cure  ; 
v/hen  a  mercurial  courfe  and  other  things 
had  failed. 

For  my  own  fatisfacftion  I  refolved  to 
prc-fecute  this  hint,  and  make  a  trial  of 
the  farfaparilla  root  in  a  number  of  cafes, 
fo  as  to  difcover  if  the  fuccefs  of  the  above- 
jnentioned  rpmedy  in  many  cafes,  particur 
larly  where  almofh  every  other  medicine 
Jiad  failed,  was  not  chiefly  owing  to  this 
ingredient, 

Thefe  experiments,  with  their  good  or 
bad  fuccefs,  I  have  been  induced  to  offer 
to  the  public;  the  rather,  as  I  cannot  but 
flatter  myfelf  that  I  have  now  made  a  fuf- 
licient  number  of  obfervations  to  enable  me 
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to  deduce  fome  general  rules  for  ufing  the 
farfaparilla  with  a  probability  of  fuccefs, 
and  at  the  fame  time  afcertaining  the 
virtues  of  a  valuable  medicine,  hitherto 
much  negledled,  or  little  underftood  ; 
though  it  has  been  always  ranked  among 
the  efficacious  medicines  in  the  venereal 
difeafe,  by  moft  authors  who  have  written 
on  that  fubjedt. 

CASE  I. 

About  the  month  of  Auguft"i75i,  Mrs. 
Marfhall,  a  carpenter's  wife  in  Long-acre, 
applied  to  me  for  a  complaint  fhe  had  in- 
her  breaft,  where  I  found  the  nipple  much 
corroded  by  a  painful  chancre,  attended 
with  many  venereal  blotches  all  round  her 
breaft.     Upon  examining  her   throat  I 
found  foul  ulcers  on  both  fides  :  I  learned 
on  enquiry,  that  (he  had  contradted  this 
(iifeafe  by  fuckling  for  a  few  days  a  neigh- 
bour's 
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bour's  child,  whofe  mouth  and  lips  were 
full  of  venereal  chancres ;  but  flie  at  that 
tinje  had  no  fufpicion  of  its  having  any 
venereal  fymptoms,  or  that  flie  could  be 
infedled  by  it.  Her  having  no  previous 
mark  of  the  difeafe,  and  her  hufband, 
Vy'ho  cohabited  with  her  all  the  time, 
enjoying  perfedl  health,  had  prevented  her 
hitherto  from  afking  advice ;  and  then  fhe 
did  it  principally  on  her  child's  account, 
which  {lie  had  fuckled,  who  was  at  that 
time  about  fix  months  old,  and  who 
had  many  blotches  on  its  body,  with 
large  fici  about  its  anus.  Not  doubting 
any  longer  of  the  way  in  which  flic 
had  contraded  the  difeafe,  (he,  by  my 
advice,  went  to  one  of  the  hofpitals, 
where  fhe  was  falivated,  and  after  fix 
weeks  was  difmiffcd  apparently  in  good 
J;iealth  5  but  in  two  months  time  fhe 
had  a  return  of  her  fore  throat,  with 
the  additional  fymptoms  of  violent  pains 

^11 
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all  over  her  head.    In  February  1751-2, 
{he  applied  to  me  again  :  as  I  found  -her 
throat  well,  and  her  breaft  had  not  the 
foul  appearance  as  formerly,  I  hoped  that 
the  pains  in  her  head  might  proceed  from 
a  different  caufe,  and  might  give  way  to 
nervous  medicines,   which  were  ordered 
her,  but  without  effetft.    The  ulcers  iii 
her  throat  becoming  foul  again,  I  could 
no  longer  doubt  of  her  being  ilill  poxed  i 
I  then  ufed  fumigations  of  cinnabar  to 
her  throat,  gave  her  preparations  of  an- 
timony, with  the  antifcorbuticF,  ftrong 
deco(flions  of  guaiacum,  and  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  faffjfras  and  farfaparilla ;  by 
which  means  the  throat  grew  tolerably 
well,  but  the  head-ache  continued  :  not- 
vvithftanding  which  (he  became  pregnant 
in  the  fummer    1752.     Three  months 
after,   all   her    bad    fymptoms  Returned 
with  more  violence  than  ever,  with-  pains 
about  her  palate  and  in  her  nofe,  and  the 

ulcers 
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ulcers  fpread  in  her  throat  to  the  ahnofl 
total  lofs  of  the  velum  pendulum  palati : 
I  then  applied  mercurial  plafters  to  the 
throat  outwardly,  gave  her  a  decodiion  of 
guaiacum  for  her  conftant  drink,  and 
calomel  inwardly  ;  but  all  to  fo  little  pur- 
pofe,  that  in  the  fixth  month  I  was 
obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  a  mercurial 
fridtion,  which  I  perfifted  in  to  the 
day  of  her  delivery,  as  in  all  that  time 
I  was  able  only  to  check  the  difeafe, 
not  to  cure  it.  In  her  lying-in,  fhe  had 
fevere  cholics  and  fits  of  loofenefs,  pro- 
bably the  effeds  of  the  method  fhe 
had  purfued.  During  her  laft  courfe, 
and  after  her  lying  in,  befides  the  out- 
ward and  inward  ufe  of  mercury,  fhe  had 
drank  above  an  hundred  quarts  of  the 
decodtion  of  guaiacum,  flrong  and  weak 
together.  In  July  1753,  I  propofed  to 
her  the  decodion  of  farfaparilla :  at  that 
time  her  pains  were  fo  fevere,  that  flie 

had 
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had  not  llept,  for  feveral  months,  ah  hour 
at  a  time ;  her  body  was  become  a  mere 
jflieleton  j  the  lilcers  in  her  throat  were  fo 
naufeous,  and  her  palate  was  fo  decayed, 
that  flie  was  become  intolerable  to  herfelfj 
and  greatly  difpirited.  The  night  after 
drinking  the  firft  bottle,  fhe  flept  feveral 
hours,  and  fo  continued  to  do  every 
night  afterwards  without  interruption  ; 
in  twenty  days  her  head-aches  and  noc- 
turnal pains  entirely  left  her  :  in  feven 
days  more  her  throat  was  quite  well  fhe 
recovered  her  fpeech  3  and,  by  the  ufe  of 
thirty  feven  quarts  of  the  decodion,  fhe 
was  reflored  to  perfed  heahhi  ftrength,  and 
fpirits  3  her  breafts  becoming  plump  and 
full,  as  ufual  j  and  to  the  day  of  writing 
this  (September  1754)  flie  fiill  enjoys  an 
uninterrupted  ftate  of  healthi 
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CASE  ir. 

That  fame  fummer,  a  watchmaker  of 
a  fcorbutic  habit  of  body,  with  fpungy 
gums,  who  had  been  falivated  three  dif- 
ferent times,  and  had  ufetl  great  variety 
of  aheratives^  and  decodions  of  guaiacum 
without  meafure,  applied  to  me.  He 
all  that  time  had  foul  fores  in  the  tonfils, 
numberlefs  blotches  dry  and  moifl:  on 
his  body,  and  chancres  on  his  penis,  at- 
tended with  a  fort  of  gleet  :  thefe  were 
all  his  venereal  fymptoms.  I  put  him 
upon  the  ufe  of  the  decodion  of  farfa- 
parilla,  to  the  quantity  of  a  quart  daily. 
After  he  had  taken  it  fifty  fix  days,  all 
the  fymptoms  left  himj  but  the  parts 
where,  the  chancres  had  been,  though 
fkinned  over,  continued  red,  oozing  at 
times  a  fort  of  ichor.  'For  thefe,  and 
now  and  then  a  little  fort  of  gleeting  from 

the 
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the  urethra,  I  have  tried  every  thing  I 
could  think  of,  but  all  to  little  or  no 
effed.  Dr.  Barry's  alterative  pills,  com^ 
pofed  of  turpeth  mineral,  pil.  ex  duobus, 
and  camphire,  have  done  moft  apparent 
fervice.-f- 

CASE  III. 

Some, weeks  after  this,  a  jeweller,  who 
had  contradled  a  clap,  for  which  he  had 
been  unfuccefsfully  treated,  applied  to 
me  for  a  cure  :  when  1  faw  hirn  he 
had  chancres,  and  verruca?  mixed  all 
round  the  corona  glancjis  ai^d  behind  it, 
but  no  other  venereal  complaint.  He 
^rank  about  fifty  bottles  of  the  decocftion 
of  farfaparilla ;  but  till  he  had  rubbed  on 
fix  ounces  of  mercurial  ointment,  the 
chancres  were  not  entirely  healed  ;  the 
laft  of  which  he  ufed  after  he  had  omit- 

0^2  te4 
t  See  Medical  E%s, 
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ted  the  decodlioii  fome  time :  nay,  the 
verrucae  ftill  remained,  but  were  imme- 
diately removed  by  the  common  cauftic. 
I  would  remark,  by  the  bye,  that  in  cafes 
of  venereal  warts,  where  the  irjfedion 
feems  to  have  been  entirely  fubdued,  the 
common  cauftic  is  the  only  application 
'  that  I  have  ufed  with  certain  fuccefs.  I 
would  therefore  recommencj  it  as  the  moft 
efficacious  in  fuch  cafes.  It  is  worthy 
of  notice,  that  warts  are  among  the  moft 
pbftinate  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe ;  that  they  require  an  inundion  well 
followed  out  i  that  if,  when  the  common 
cauflic  has  eaten  them  down,  they  fhoot 
^gain,  the  antivenereal  regimen  muft, 
after  a  proper  interval,  be  repeated,  or  the 
patient  remain  poxed. 

CASE  IV. 
Much  about  the  fame  time,  a  grenadier 
of  the  third  regiment  of  foot  guards,  on 

^hon:^ 
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whom  I  had  tried  mercurial  alteratives, 
and  decodions  of  guaiacum,  after  having 
^rft  attempted  a  cure  by  a  falivation,  was 
put  upon  the  decoftion  of  farfaparilla. 
At  the  time  he  began  to  take  it,  he  had  ill- 
digefted  buboes,  chancres  on  his  penis, 
foul  ulcers  in  the  tonfils  and  velum  pen- 
dulum palati,  as  well  as  on  the  back  part 
of  the  pharynx,  and  univerfal  pains.  He 
yvas  unable  to  move  his  legs  and  arms,  and 
had  large  bUck  and  mortified  blotches 
and  floughs,  fome^  of  them  as  large  as 
a  half  crown  piece,  on  his  fhoulders  and 
back.  By  the  ufe  of  this  decodtion  for 
fifteen  days,  and  two  bleedings  (which 
fome  feverilh  lyniptom?  feemed  to  in- 
dicate) every  one  of  the  above  complaints 
was  removed,  and  he  left  the  hofpital  ap- 
parently cured  ;  but  whether  it  was  ow- 
ing to  his  not  having  perfifted  long 
enough  in  the  ufe  of  it,  or  to  fome 
other  caufe,  in  two  or  three  weeks  he 

came 
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came  back  to  the  hofpital  with  a  fore 
throat,  and  complaining  of  his  pains  ; 
when  I  put  him  a  fecond  time  on  the  ufe 
of  the  decodion  :  though  his  throat  grew 
better  foon,  yet  the  pains  did  not  entirely 
go  off;  fometimes  an  arm,  and  at  other 
times  the  leg  and  thigh,  continuing  in 
pain.  During  this  fecond  trial  he  drank 
twenty  five  bottles  of  the  decodion.  1 
then  attempted  the  cure  by  mercurial 
pills,  and  a  decodion  of  guaiacum,  rub- 
bing in  now  and  then  fome  mercurial 
ointment ;  after  which  I  fent  him  to 
country  quarters,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
air^  but  this  not  anfwering,  he  returned 
to  the  hofpital  a  third  time,  when  his 
throat,  and  the  back  part  of  his  pharynx, 
were  much  ulcerated  ;  he  was  greatly 
emaciated ;  had  a  cough,  night  fweats, 
and  gummatous  fwellings  on  the  top  of 
his  Oioulder,  and  on  the  wrifts :  he  then 
took  a  box  of  an   alterative  mercurial 
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,pill  among  other  things,  but  all  to  hd 
purpofc ;  fo  that  he  repeated  the  de- 
codtion  of  farfaparilla  for  the  third  time, 
and  drank  thirty  nine  bottles  more  j  upoa 
which  his  throat  grew  well ;  the  pains 
and  fwellings-  were  confiderably  dimi- 
niflied,  and  indeed  fo  far,  that  there  were 
fcarce  any  remains  of  either,  but  about 
his  knees.  Soon  after  this  he  was  dif- 
charged  the  regiment,  beirjg  reckoned 
unfit  for  the  fervice ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  native  place,  without  giving  the  me- 
dicine a  further  trial;  though  he  '  was 
prelTed  to  do  it.  I  have  often  blamed 
myfelf  for  not  profecuting  the  experiment 
further,  in  fo  remarkable  a  cafe-,  where, 
upon  every  freOi  trial,  the  good  effedts 
were  fo  manifell,  and,  if  longer  perfifled 
in,  might  have  produced  a  complete  cure. 
Dr.  Clephane  and  Dr.  Pringle  faw  the 
progrefs  of  this  patient's  difeafe,  both  at 
the  worft,  and  when  the  farfaparilla  did 
luch  fervice. 
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CASE  V. 

An  oilman,  who  had  gone  through  i 
mercurial  courfe  for  a  chancre  on  the 
glans  penis,  applied  to  me  for  advice,  ha- 
ving at  that  time  violent  pain  over  all 
his  body,  efpecially  fuch  head-aches  and 
continual  watchings  as  rendered  his  life 
intolerable  :  he  wa.s  unable  to  ftand  up- 
tight, or  to  have  any  of  his  limbs  moved } 
when  I  put  him  under  a  courfe  of  the 
farfaparilla  decocSion  :  the  firft  bottle  of  it 
compofed  him  to  .fleep  the  whole  night> 
though  for  three  months  paft  he  had  not 
flept  one  hour  at  a  time  j  and  he  was 
thereby  fo  much  relieved  from  his  pains, 
and  incapacity  to  move,  that  he  foon  was 
able  to  walk  to  me  every  day  afterwards 
for  his  quart  of  decodlion,  and  by  thirty 
lix  bottles  of  it  was  perfedly  cured  :  he 
tifed  no  other  medicine  or  application, 

except 
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except  that  during  the  courfe  of  th6 
decodion  he  wore  a  flip  of.  mercurial 
plafter  on  the  fear  where  the  chancre  had 
been. 

CASE  Vl; 

A  widow  lady,  three  months  after  her 
hufband's  death,  confulted  me  about  her 
health  :  fhe  complained  of  violent  head- 
aches, which  had  for  fome  months  pafl 
prevented  her  reft,  and  of  fome  hard  and 
dry  lumps  which  flie  had  perceived  a  few 
days  before  on,  the  labia  pudendi  :  her 
whole  body  was  covered  with  large  hard 
fpots  or  blotches,  of  a  brownifli- .red  co- 
lour, but  not  attended  with  fcurf  or  fcales, 
excepting  two  that  were  on  her  leg.  From 
thefe  fymptoms,  and  the  account  flie  gave 
iiie  of  her  hulband,  I  could  not  doubt  of 
the  nature  of  her  difeafe  :  the  fcorbutic 
appearance  of  her  guniSj  and  h^er  delicate 
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habit  of  body,  determined  me  to  attempt 
the  cure  without  a  mercurial  fidivation, 
having  for  fome  years  paft  obferved  the  very 
bad  effeds  it  is  apt  to  produce  on  fcor- 
butic  habits,  attended  with  fpungy  gums. 
By  the  ufe  of  forty  bottles  of  the  decodion, 
all  the  former  fymptoms  left  her,  except 
the  two  large  blotches  on  her  leg :  but  llie 
then  (hewed  me  a  chancre,  large  and  hard, 
on  the  infide  of  the  nymphae,  which  flie 
had  perceived  only  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  which  difcharged  matter  plentifully  : 
I  was  thereupon  forced  to  have  immediate 
recourfe  to  a  mercurial  fridion,  as  the 
weak  ftate  of  her  flomach  forbad  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  mercury.  By  perfifting  fix 
weeks  in  this  courfe,  though  I  could  only 
rub  in  a  little  ointment  at  a  time,  and 
even  that  frequently  at  the  hazard  of  her 
fainting  away,  fhe  recovered  a  perfedt 
ilate  of  health.  During  the  ufe  of  the 
decoaion  flie  abflained  both  from  wine 

and 
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and  meat,  yd  her  ftrength  kept  up  well^ 
but  in  the  mercurial  courfe  it  was  found 
neceffary.to  allow  her  wine  and  flefli  meats 
to  lupport  her.  . 

CASE  VII. 

In  April  laft,  a  married  lady  from  the 
country  gave  me  the  following  hiftory  of 
her  cafe. 

In  th?  fourth  month  of  her  pregnancy, 
£he  had  obferved  a  number  of  little  pim- 
ples break  out  on  her  face^  which  fopn 
after  grew  fcaly,  increafing  every  day  in 
fize  and  hardnefs :  in  her  fifth  month,  hep 
4eep  left  her,  {he  was  tortured  with  moft 
violent  head-aches,  and  nodyrnal  pains 
in  her  bones,  particularly  in  one  of  her 
Ifgs,  where  (he  felt  a  hardnefs  lying  loofe 
under  the  fkin,  upon  the  fhin  bone,  of  the 
fize  of  a  horfe  t^ean  :  ihe  likewife  became 
very  dull  of  hearing,  but  had  no  fympr 
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toiws  of  the  difeafe  about  the  pudenda. 
In  the  eighth  month,  flie  was  dehvered  of 
a  weakly  child,  which,  as  fhe  expreffed 
it,  was  born  without  fkin.  The  above 
named  fymptoms  continued  increafing  till 
the  end  of  the  fecond  month  after  her 
lying-in,  at  which  time  flie  applied  to  me 
for  advice  :  after  purging  her  gently  with 
falts  5nd  manna,  I  gave  her  the  decoction 
in  the  ufual  dofe  5  but  as  I  durft  not,  ir^ 
fuch  a  cafe,  truft  entirely  to  it,  I  now 
and  then  ufed  the  mercurial  ointment,  tq 
the  quantity  pf  half  an  ounce  of  quick- 
|iiver  in  the  whole;  and^  by  the  end  of 
the  month  all  her  complaints  left  her, 
except  the  dullnefs  of  hearing,  which  flill 
pontinues  in  fome  degree. 

This  is  the  only  inftance  in  which  I 
ponfined  any  patient  to  their  bed  or  Han- 
xiels,  or  to  a  flridt  regimen  during  the  ufe 
pf  the  decoftipn,  and  the  only  inftance 
Vv'here  the  nodturnal  pains  were  not  quite 

Removed 


[  I 

removed  by  a  few  dofes  of  the  farfaparllla, 
I  fliould  likcwife  note,  that  I  cut  out  the 
fmall  gummatous  tumour  with  a  knife, 
while  {he  was  ufing  the  farfaparilla, 

C  A  S  E  VIII. 

A  wine-merchant's  fervant  in  the  Strand 
had,  for  twelve  months  and  upwardsj 
chancres  on  his  penis ;  for  which  he  was 
put  under,  and  perfifted  in,  a  mercurial 
courfe  by  undtion  for  four  months,  the 
mercury  feldom  affcdting  his  mouth  to 
any  degree.  As  his  being  much  abroad 
expofed  him  to  catch  frequent  colds,  he 
was  feized  with  rheumatic  pains  all  over 
him,  which  at  firft  were  alleviated  by  re- 
peated bleedings,  but  grew  fo  bad  at  laft, 
that  he  almoft  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  though  he  tried  various  medicines 
for  therh.  He  continued  in  this  ftate  till 
we  put  him  on  a  decodtion  of  farfaparilla ; 

by 
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by  forty  four  bottles  of  which  he  recovered 
his  former  ftate  of  health,  without  any 
confinement  or  regimen  j  though  he  was 
often  abroad,  expofed  to  the  cold  and  wet, 
during  the  time  of  his  drinking  the  decoc- 
tion, which  was  in  the  piopth  of  No- 
vember. 


CASE  IX. 

,  J^n  officer's  fervant  in  the  guards  had 
two  buboes  forming  in  his  groins,  withr- 
out  any  other  fymptom  of  the  pox,  when 
he  applied  to  me.  As  he  was  then  under 
a  neceffity  of  going  abroad,  I  applied  mer- 
curial plafters  to  his  buboes,  and  fupplied 
him  with  ointment  fufficient  to  fecure  his 
health  by  repeated  undlions.  Finding  hi§ 
throat  affeded,  he  applied  for  advice  when 
in  Germany,  but  did  not  perfifl  in  the 
mercurial  undion  ;  by  which  negledl  he 

returned 
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returned  to  London  with  a  deep  and  foul 
ulcer  in  the  back  part  of  his  throat, 

I  then  anointed  him  regularly,  and; 
gave  him  ftrong  decodtions  of  guaiacum 
to  the  quantity  of  thirty  bottles  and  up- 
wards ;  by  which  the  ulcer  in  his  throat 
was  healed,  and  he  was  apparently  well : 
fix  weeks  after,  he  was  feifed  with  a  deep- 
feated  pain  his  cheek  bone,  and  a  fwell- 
ing  upon  it,  which  in  fourteen  da^'s 
brought  on  ficknefs,  vomiting,  a  total 
lofs  of  appetite,  and  night  fweats,  which 
emaciated  him  greatly.  I  laid  the  bone 
of  his  cheek  bare,  and  found  that  it  was 
carious,  but  it  had  no  marks  of  being 
likely  foon  to  exfoliate.  I  then  put  him 
on  the  decodion  of  farfaparilla,  of  which 
he  drank  forty  bottles  :  in  fix  days  after 
he  began  the  ufe  of it,  his  appetite  re- 
turned, his  ficknefs  went  off,  his  fweats 
ceafed,  and  by  the  end  of  the  coiirfe  he 
was  become  flefliy,  and  as  frefh  coloured 

as 
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as  ufual ;  fome  weeks  after  which,  there 
came  out  an  exfoliation  of  the  fize  of  a 
filver  groat,  and  of  a  confiderable  thick- 
nefs.  This  perfon  is  now  in  perfed 
health. 

C  A  S  E  X. 

Mrs.  Gordon  in  Chandos-Hreet,  when 
ihc  applied  to  me,  told  me,  that  in  her 
firft  hufband's  time  fhe  had  fores  in  hef 
legs,   which  were   fuddenly   dried   up  j 
and  that  fhe  found  no  bad  confequence 
from  them,  till  fhe  had  lived  with  her 
fecond  hufband  four  or  five  years,  and  had 
had  two  fine  children  by  him,  apparently 
very  healthy  j  when  fhe  was  taken  with 
violent  pains  in  her  head,  nofe,  and  face/ 
for  which  fhe  tried   various  medicines^ 
and  among  other  eourfes  was  falivated 
regularly,  and  aftervi'ards  ufed  an  appli-s 
cation  of  Mr,  Plunkett's ;  during  which 

eourfes 
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courfes  fhe  loft  the  bones  of  her  nofco 
She  had  likewife  applied  afterwards  at  an 
hofpital  for  advice,  where  fhe  was  put 
under  a  coUrfe  of  Dog  and  Duck  water, 
and  fuch  diet  as  was  judged  proper  in 
cafes  that  feemed  cancerous.  When  (he 
applied  to  me,  I  underftoodj  by  the  hi- 
flory  of  her  cafe,  that  it  was  a  venereal 
one,  contra(fted  froin  her.  finl  hufband,  but 
that  it  had  appeared  firft  in  her  head, 
and  never  in  her  pudenda  :  I  put  her 
upon  a  courfe  of  the  farfaparilla,  deliring 
her  at  the  fame  time  to  wa(li  the  fores 
of  her  face  with  fome  of  the  decoftion, 
and  then  to  cover  them  with  dry  lint. 
Thefe  fores  had  been  of  fix  months 
ftanding,  when  I  faw  her  firft ;  and  the 
nofe  not  only  was  become  quite  flat,  with 
a  foul  fore  upon  it,  but  the  frontal  bone, 
the  temporal  bone,  the  orbital  bone  of 
the  right  eye,  and  the  upper  maxillary 
bone,  were  bare  in  feveral  places.  When 

S  in 
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in  this  condition.  Dr.  Clephane  vifited 
her  Vith  me,  and  Mr.  John  Hunter  had 
feen  her  a  few  weeks  before.  By  the  ufe 
of  the  decodion  for  fifty  days,  inwardly 
and  outwardly  apph'ed,  as  before  men- 
tioned, all  the  fores  healed  up,  fome  of 
the  bones  threw  off  exfoliations,  others  of 
them  covered  over  without  any  fenfible 
exfoliation,  and  flie  recovered  her  health 
perfedly,  with  only  the  lofs  of  the  bones 
of  her  nofe,  and  a  few  fears  on  her 
face. 

.  '     C  A  S  E  XL 

Jamefon,  a  foldier  of  the  third  regi-^ 
ment,  recovered,  by  thirty  nine  bottles  of 
a  weaker  deco6tion  of  farfaparilla,  of 
pocky  pains  3  for  which,  and  fome  other 
venereal  complaints,  he  had  been  falivated 
thrice,  kept  his  bed  in  the  hofpital  for 
two  hundred  and  thirty  days  and  up- 
wards. 
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wards,  was  emaciated  greatly,  and  had 
tried  in  vain  al]  forts  of  antivenereal,  an- 
tifcorbutic,  or  antirheumatic  medipines, 

N.  B.  After  feveral  months  this  pa- 
tient applied  to  me  again,  complaining 
of  frefh  ulcers  in  his  throat,  and,  as  he 
fays,  withput  having  catched  a  frefh  in-" 
fedlion.  But  what  is  very  remarkable  in 
this  inftance  is,  that  his  relapfe  was  pro- 
bably owing  to  his  having  ufed  only  the 
fmall  decotflion,  or  rather  what  may  be 
palled  the  fecond  decodlion. 

C  A  S  XII, 

A  gentleman's  fervant  in  St.  James's 
place,  who  had  fpurious  buboes  for  fix 
months,  for  which  he  went  through 
two  regular  courfes  by  unftion,  during 
his  firft  courfe  had  a  partial  fuppuration 
from  one  of  them,  continued  to  have 
jpain  in  that,  and  a  large  tumour  of  the 

S  2  fize 
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fize  of  a  hen's  egg  remained,  which 
would  not  give  way  to  any  application, 
and  at  the  fame  time  lay  fo  deep,  and  was 
fo  much  engaged  with  the  iliac  artery,  as 
to  prevent  our  deftroying  it  by  cauftic. 
Ten  bottles  of  the  decodion  removed  it 
without  fuppuratlon,  and  he  drank  twenty 
four  more  for  fecurity's  fake. 

CASE  XIII. 

The  hufband  of  the  lady  mentioned  ir^ 
Cafe  VII.  was,  at  the  fame  time  with 
her,  put  under  a  mercurial  courfe  for 
chancres  all  round  the  glans  penis, 
blotches  oh  the  fcrotum  and  thighs,  ragged 
fores  about  his  anus,  and  foul  ulcers  in 
his  throat.  After  ufing  about  eight  ounces 
of  mercurial  ointment,  and  falivating 
plentifully,  for  fix  weeks,  all  his  com- 
plaints left  him,  except  thofe  ragged  fores 
about  his  anus,  which  remained  as  ob- 

ilinate 
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ilinate  as  ever,  though  the  mercurial 
ointment  had  been  rubbed  on  them  alfo 
about  the  end  of  the  courfe,  and  though 
he  had  been  fweated  very  fufficiently  by 
fourteen  quart  bottles  of  the  flrong  de^- 
coftion  of  guaiacum ;  but  they  gave  way 
jn  a  few  days  to  the  decodlion  of  farfa- 
parilla.* 

I  fhall  therefore  juft  offer  the  refult  of 
my  experience,  in  relation  to  the  farfa- 
parilla,  by  deducing  from  thefe,  and 
above  as  many  more  cafes,  in  which  I 
have  tried  it,  a  few  remarks,  tending  to 
(hew  when  it  will  cure,  and  when  it  will 
fail, 

REMARK  I. 
It  will  commonly  relieve,  in  a  very  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  venereal  head-aches  and 
nodurnal  pains     and,  if  perfifted  in,  I 
believe,  will  always  cure. 

RE- 

*  See  a  note  from  Fallopius,  page  141,  which  re- 
Jafes  particularly  to  this  fytnptom. 


[    ^34  ] 

REMARK  II. 
■  In  emaciated  or  confumptive  habits, 
from  a  venereal  caufe,  it  is  the  greateft 
reftorer  of  appetite,  flefh,  colour,  ftrength, 
and  vigour,  that  I  know  of, 

REMARK  III. 
When  the  throat,  nofe,  palate,  or  the 
fpungy  bones  in  general,  are  affeded  with 
a  flough  or  caries,  it  will  commonly  com- 
plete the  cure,  if  perfevered  in  long  enough, 
and  providing  a  mercurial  courfe,  I  mean 
by  undion,  has  preceded  the  ufe  of  the 
farfaparilla.  It  is  precifely  in  fuch  cafes, 
where  the  wonder-working  powers  of  farfa 
are  not  only  abfolutely  necellary  for  thg 
cure,  but  produce  a  perfect  one. 

REMARK  IV. 

When  the  body  is  covered  with  dry 
blotclies,  or  moiH  fores  (flill  fuppofing 
the  caufe  venereal)  it  will  greatly  promote 

(he 
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tlie  cure,  nay,  often  complete  it  ;  but, 
vviihout  the  affiftance  of  mercury,  there 
will  be  danger  of  a  relapfe. 

REMARK  V. 
In  fimple  chancres  it  will  do  little  fer- 
vice ;  but  if  it  is  given  in  cafes  where  the 
chancres  or  buboes  will  not  heal  or  dif- 
folve,  after  the  ufe  of  mercurial  undion, 
it  will  often  cure,  and  always  do  manifeft 
fervice. 

REMARK  VL 
It  will  oftentimes  anfwer,  and  that 
fpeedily,  without  fweating,  confinement, 
or  any  very  flrid;  regimen,  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  where  mercurial  un6lions; 
and  long  continued  courfes  of  ftrong  de- 
codtions  of  guaiacum,  either  by  itfelf 
limply,  or  compounded  with  a  fmall  pro- 
portion of  our  farfaparilla,  have  failed. 
Of  this  I  could  produce  feveral  other 
proofs,  befides  the  above  hiftories. 

R  E, 
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REMARK  Vir. 

It  would  feem  probable,  from  any  ob^ 
fervations  I  have  yet  been  able  to  make, 
that  the  farfaparilla  root  is  only  to  be  de^ 
pended  on  in  'venereal  cafes  where  mer- 
cury has  failed,  at  leaji  has  preceded  the 
life  of  the  decoSiion,  or  when  it  is  com- 
bine^  with  it ;  and  therefore  is  not  to  be 
trujted  to  alone,  imlefs,  in  fuch  circum^ 
Jiances :  and  this  is  agreeable  to  the  well- 
known  effedls  of  that  medicine,  the  re- 
putation of  which,  in  inveterate  vene- 
teal  cafes,  firft  put  me  on  making  this 
enquiry. 

REMARK  Vlll. 

Mercury  alone  will  in,  general  cure  mojl' 
tienereal  complai?its  ;   the  farfaparilla  will 
perhaps  always  cure  what  reffls  the  power 
,  cf  mercury :  it  is  therefore  probable,  that  we 
may  find  in  mercury  and  farfaparilla,  pro- 
perly 
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perly  combined^  a  certain  cure  for  every  cafe 
that  can  be  called  venereal. 

Let  us  now  fee, 

I.  What  this  medicine  is. 

II.  Whence  it  came. 

III.  What  reputation  it  had  at  firft. 

IV.  If  the  efteem  it  acquired  in  Europe 
ovas  founded  on  accurate  obfervations  of 
its  effeds. 

V.  How  it  loft  it  again,  and  has  been 
but  little  ufed  till  very,  lately  :  and, 

VI.  How  it  ought  to  be  prepared  ,and 
given. 

It  is  doubted  by  botanical  writers, 
whether  it  was  known  to  Theophraftus 
and  Diafcorides  j  but  if  it  is  of  the  fame 
genus  with  our  fmilax  afpera,  which  both 
from  its  appearance  and  virtues  I  am  apt 
to  believe  it  is,  this  cannot  remain  doubt- 
ful, fince  the  firft  has  defcribed  the  plant, 
and  the  fecond  mentions  its  virtues  as  an 
alexipharmic. 

T  Fallopius 
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.  Fallopius  ufed  the  fniilax  afpera,  which 
he  found  growing  near  Pifa,  and  cured 
many  with  it;*  nay,  alledges  that  the  vir- 
tues of  the.  European  afe  more  powerful 
than  thofe  of  the  Indian,  afcribing  their 
external  difference  to  the  different  foils  in 
which  they  grow.  And  Carolus  Mu- 
iltanus  afTerts,  that  the  fmilax  afpera, 
which  grows  plentifully  in  Italy,  under 
the  name  of  the  falfa  paefana,  only  differs 
in  price  from  tliat  of  Peru  j  but  that  the 
tafte,  bark,  pith,  and  virtues,  are  ftronger 
and  more  v^gete  in  the  European  than  in 
the  IndiaiJ  fort.-f* 

Profper  xMpinus  has  put  It  beyond  all 
doubt,  by  the  appearance  of  the  fmilax 
afpera,  which  he  found  in  foft  grounds, 
in  the  illand  of  Zant,  (Zacynthus)  that 
;  Europe, 

*  Loco  farfftlarillae  feitiper  cum  felici  fuccefTu. 
Fallopti  tra£iatus  atipwrbo  Galilee,  caput  63. 

f  Carol.  Mufitanusde  lue  venerea,  lib.  iii.  cap.  i. 
in  Sarfaparillam. 
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Europe,  and  the  Grecian  iOands  in  par- 
ticular, furnifli  the  true  farfaparilla,  or 
fmilax  afpera,  (Peraviana  dida)  of  ,p.  B,* 

The  medicine  which  is  the  fubjed  of 
our  prefent  enquiry,  and  is  now  to  be 
found  in  every  druggift's  fhop,  is  the  root 
gf  the  fmilax  afpera  Peruviana  of  Cafpar 
Bauhin.  It  is  brought  to  us  from  Peru, 
Hifpaniola,  and  the  Brazils. 

Monardes  tell$  us,  that  the  Indians, 
when  they  begin  to  ufe  it,  tafte  nothing 
but  the  decodion  and  its  mucilagfi  (len- 
torem)  for  the  firfi  three  days,  and  after-r 
wards  only  almonds,  raihns,  and  bread, 
during  the  thirty  days  courfe  of  it. 

The  method  of  preparing  it  by  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians  of  South  America, 
is  as  follows :  They  macerate  an  ounce  of 
the  root  in  almoft  four  pints,  or  pounds, 
of  water,  for  twenty  four  hours,  and  boil 

T  2  it 


^  Profper.  Alpi.n.  de  plaRt,  ^gypt.  c,  j.^. 
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it  away  to  one  half.  They  give  of  the 
e^fprejfled  decodion  half  a  pint  twice  a 
day,  four  hours  before  their  meals,  in 
bed,  covered  with  clothes,  where  they 
fweat  two  hours,  mixing  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  the  fine  powder  of  the  root  with 
each  dofe  of  the  decodtioh.  They  purge 
them  every  tenth  day. 

The  Spaniards  firft  brought  it  into  Eu- 
rope, towards  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century. 

■  Francifcus  Ximenes,  in  his  annotations  to 
Margravius's  natural  hiftory  of  the  Brazils, 
talks  of  its  fpeedy  and  powerful  effedls 
jn  the  cure  of  the  lues  venerea,  given  in 
pimple  decodion. -f* 

Vidua  Vidius,  about  the  year  1 550, 

gives 

-j-  Cujus  deco£lo  fimplici  ad  Juem  veneream,  prae-- 
fertim  non  inveteratam,  nihil  praeftantius,  quippe  quod 
fat)ferv?ita  diaeta,  paucis  intermiflis  diebus,  a  turpi  et 
fcedo  malo  segros  vindicat.  Margravhis  in  hijioria 
naturali  Brofil,  de  SarJapaTilla, 
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gives  it  the  third  place  among  antive- 
pereal  deco6tions.§ 

Trincavellius  prefers  it  to  guaiacum  as 
an  attenuant,  and  makes  mention  of  it 
as  a  refolver  of  hard  tumors. || 

J  Gabriel  Fallopius  fecms  to  have 
known  more  of  the  virtues  of  the  farfapa- 
rilla  than  moft  of  his  predecefTors  or  fuc- 
peffors,  if  we'  except  Trajanus  Petronius 
alone,  of  whom  afterwards. 

|§  Vidus  Vidius,  in  mofbo  Gfallico,  de  Sarfaparilla. 

II  Vim  majorem  habet  attenuandi  &  digerendi  quam 
guaiaci  decoftum,  fi  duros  &|fluafi  tophofos  tumores 
in  internodiis  articulorum  concretes  digerere,  & 
quafi  atterere  poteft,  ut  quotidie  videmus.  Jrincavell, 
Confil.  50, 

X  Recenfeamus  experimentum  cui  nolunt  credere 
pertiiiaces.  Diafcorides  dicit  habere  vim  antidoti  in 
inorbis  contagiofis,  &  connumerat  grana  &  folia  inter 
ea  medicamenta  quae  venenis  exhibeiitur;  ideo  regium 
eft  auxilium  &  antidotum  ad  fugandam  luem  venereamp 
Et  hac  ratione  ego  fido  magis  falfae  quam  ligno 
guaiaci:  imbecillior  eft  certe  ligno ;  habet  tamcn  ipfa 
nobiles  vires,  quibus  fuperat  guaiacum  j  et  eft,  quod  fi, 

■  poll 
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In  the  Venetian  edition  of  Fallopius* 
mention  is  made  of  this  decodion  not 
keeping  above  five  or  fix  days.  I  never 
could  keep  it  above  three,  even  in  a 
cellar  :  no  author  befides  Floyer,  that  I 
know  of,  takes  the  leaft  notice  of  this. 
I  believe  it  has  been  ovv^ing  to  their  not 
attending  to  fuch  a  circumftance,  that 

pofl  fuperatum  GalHcum,  reftant  ulcera  rhagadia  circa 
fedem,  duplo  citius  fanat  haec  quam  lignum  Indicum, 
Erat  fcholaris  Papienfis  qui  topliis  ofleis  &  lapideis 
laborabat  circa  pedes  &  tibias  :  ego  brevi  difcuffos 
vidi  ope  falfeparillae,  &  prima  vice  ufus  fum  hac  in 
milite  Lucenii  qui  dicebatur  (7/  Capitan  Capon)  hie 
Jiabebat  in  capite  tumores  &  gummata,  quae  per  de- 
cern dies  evaivuerant  omnia ;  cum  ergo  }r\  Gallico  ad- 
funt  ulcera,  ad  hoc  medicamentum  confugio  tanquain 
pd  certiffimum  auxilium  :  fi  non  facit  prima  dieta, 
faciet  faltem  fecunda  &  tertia.  Salf^  eft  regina  in  hocj 
<^uja  difcMtit  tpphos  quodam  q>iafi  miraculo.  Decoc^ 
^um  lalfe  Temper  agit  omnibus  temporibus;  decodlun^ 
£>ialaci  non  agjt  tempeftate  hjemali.  pallop'  tra^at, 
fie  morbo  Gallico,  cap.  63,  &  95.  c.  95,. 

*  Durat  decodium  falfe,  fi  non  fit  tempus  calidiflir 
tr-xim,  quinque  vel  fex  diebps  ad  furpmum.  ^idi 
i'ullpp,  vol.  2.  pa.  166.    Edit,  Vemt,  16^1, 
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k  was  fuppofed  to  hurt  the  ftoniach, 
which  I  never  knew  it  once  do,  if  given 
alone,  and  in  two  days  after  it  had 
been  boiled  in  the  way  I  propofe  it  to 
be  done^ 

Maffarius  prefers  it  to  the  gualacum 
for  difpatch,  agreeablenefs,  and  vir- 
tues.J 

Caefalpinus  fays  it  hurts  the  (lo- 
mach,  but  refolves  gummatous  fwell- 
ings ;  and  prefers  the  outer  bark  of  the 
root.-f- 

Varandaeus  fays  it  quiets  pains  in  tlie 
joints.  § 

Thomas 

t  Tumores,  gummata,  puftulas,  ulcera,  &  omnia 
fymptomata  Gallica,  longe  facilius  &  breviore  tem- 
pore, ex  decodlo  farfaparillae,  mitiVari  &  deleri, 
quam  lignt  decoao.  Mafarias  praSik.  medic, 
p.  905. 

\  Ventriculo  noxia  eft,  fed  facit  magis  ad  gum- 
mofitates.  Cajalpin.  artis  medico:  lib.  4.  de  morba 
Gallico. 

§  Sarfaparillam  habere  proprietatem  ad  dolores. 
artuum  fcdandos.    Varandai  de  lui  venerea. 
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Thomas  Rudius  acknowledges  that  it 
IS  fironger  in  its  virtues  than  guaiacum, 
hut  will  not  allow  it  to  cure  the  difeafe 
alone  radically.* 

Nicol  aus  MafTa,  who  has  given  us 
many  formiils  of  the  ftronger  decodtion'g 
of  farfaparilla,  fays>  that  in  ftrength  it 
equals  the  guaiacum  wood  in  the  cure  of 
the  difeafe. 

Alexander  Trajaniis  Petrdnius  alfo  com- 
pares 

*  Longe  melius  dolo'res  tiim  Galileos  turn  alios 
dcmulcere  quam  guaiacum  ;  fed  Gallicum  virus,  nifi 
admodum  exiguum,  &  in  corpore  recenter  contraftum 
fit,  per  feipfum  profligare  &  ejttirpare  impotentem 
elTe  :  ideoque  ipfum  non  verum  &  legitimum  luis 
venereae  bezoarticum  medicamehtum  effc.  Rudii 
Lib.  iv.  c.  2.  de  morbo  Gallico, 

Sanat  tumores  duros,  &  ulceta  antiqua  Gallid 
morbi,  &  omnia  vitia  &  mala,  in  quacunque  corpo- 
ris parte,  quae  in  morbo  Gallico  accidere  confuevere^ 
&  quae  folent  fanari  ligni  Indiei  decodtione  bibita, 
quoniam  omnes  fefe  virtutes,  quae  in  ligno  Indico 
funt,  in  farfa  reperiuntUr.  Nichol,  MaJJ'a  de  morhs 
Gallico  J  cap.  lO. 
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pares  its  effeds  to  thofe  of  guaiacum,  and 
recommends  it  very  ftrongly.-j* 

We  fee  therefore,  that  many  of  its  vir- 
tues, in  venereal  cafes,  have  been  carefully 
noted  by  the  Europeans  -j  but  that  the/ 

were 

t  Prodeft  decoflum  farfas,  quemadmodum  guaiaci 
decodlum,  omnibus  lueGallica  inquinatis;  fed  quanto 
quam  illud  tenuiorum  partium  eft,  tanto  celerius 
auxiliatur,  potiffimum  vero  his,  quibus  caput  in- 
figniter  dolet,  poftquam  guaiaci  decoiStum  ante  exhi- 
bitum  aut  parum  aut  nihil  contulit :  adde  etiam,  ut 
Guidatn  placet^  ulcera,  et  circa  fedem  rhagadia,  muJto 
celeriiiS  quam  decodlum  guaiaci  curare,  et  gumma- 
tiones  diffolvere,  corifuevit.  Sarfaparilla  poUet  ad' 
verfus  eum  qui  fua  natura  mitis  eft,  aut  incipit,  aut 
inclinat,  aut  fi  quidem  faevus  fuerit,  aliis  tamen  re- 
mediis  attritus  atque  fubadlus,  hominem  adhuc  in- 
feftat.  Hinc  carte  vim  magnam  in  morbum  Gallicuni 
habere  farfaparilla  creditur,-  utpote  quern  guaiacum 
non  fanarit,  ha:c  poftea  fanat ;  fan  at  en  im  immanem, 
quern  guaiacum,  aut  fiquid  hujusmodi  antea  mutavit, 
mitigavit  atque  diffolvit ;  non  fanat  vero  /  Jlatim  ab 
initio  contra  ilium  fumatur  :  quocirca  farfae  decodlum 
luem  quidem  Gallicam  evertit;  fed  quia  debiles  funt 
ejus  vires,  non  nifi  mitem,  aut  incipientem,  aut  de- 
clinantem,  aut  omnino  fi  faeva  fuerit  poftquam  aliis 
xemediis  ante  demiffa  deviftaque  fit,  evertit.  JUx, 
Trajani  Petronii  lib.  v.  cap.  2,  &  4. 

U 


[  ] 

were  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
them  all  :  they  did  not  determine  its 
powers  of  extirpating  the  difeafe  though 
ever  fo  intimately  mixed  with  the  habit, 
and  which  had  efcaped  the  virtues  of  mer- 
cury in  every  (hape :  they  were  ignorant 
of  its  curing  the  difeafe  without  confine- 
ment, (*Ceftoni  alone  excepted)  fweating, 
or  a  regimen  :  though  they  knew  that  it 
made  the  fymptoms  difappear,  they  were 
ignorant  how  to  prevent  their  return  : 
though  they  gave  ftrong  decodionsj  of  far- 
faparilla,  yet  they  all  erred  in  macerating  it 
fo  long  in  the  water,  before  they  boiled  it  ^ 
which  fpoils  it  for  ufe  after  forty  eight 
hours.  Nor  did  they  determine  accurately 
the  cafes  in  which  it  might  be  depended 
on,  and  what  proportion  of  the  root 
would  anfwer.    Hence  it  is  perhaps,  that 

we 

*  Cejion.  vide  la  Galkria  di  Minerv.  torn.  vi.  part.  3. 
and  there,  Lettcra  fa  ittq  dall  Signore  Cejioni, 
X  Nicolaus  Mqffa  de  morho  Ga/llcoy  cap.  11. 
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we  find  them  complaining  that  it  hurt 
the  ftomach,  though  it  is  now  certainly 
known  that, -if  properly  prepared,  it  re- 
flores  the  appetite  and  digeftion  even 
where  the  patient  becomes  hed:ic,  from 
a  venereal  caufe,  unlefs  perfevered  in  be- 
yond two  dozen  of  quarts  at  one  courfe  ^ 
for  we  have  feen  inftances  in  which  -'a 
fecond  was  neceffary.  They  were  but 
little  acquainted  with  its  ufe  in  venereal 
pains,  and  where  the  bones  are  affedled  j 
and  yet  it  is  precifely  in  fuch  cafes  that 
it  feems  to  (hew  its  greateft  efficacy.* 
Thus  it  fell  into  difrepute,  and  by  de- 
grees 

*  It  were  to  be  wlflied,  that  fome  of  thofe  bene- 
volent fpirits  with  which  this  blefs'd  country  (bona 
/}  fiia  norint)  abounds,  would  fet  on  foot  a  fubfcription, 
in  the  hofpitals  where  the  difeafe  in  queftion  is  pecu- 
liarly cared  for,  to  purchafe  enough  of  this  moft  valu- 
able root,  to  allow  of  its  ftrong  decoclion  being  given 
in  all  cafes  where  the  throat,  nofe,  or  bones  are  af- 
fededj  as  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  in  fuch  cafes, 
without  its  affiftance,  mercury  alone,  whether  given 
inwardly  or  applied  outwardly,  will  very  feldom  ejia- 
blijh  a. cure,  ' 
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grees  was  almoft  forgotten,  infomuch  that 
of  late  fome  of  our  greateft  mafters  in 
medicine  have  aflerted  that  its  decodion 
is  no  better  than  barley  water. 

I  would  fay  therefore,  that  in  this 
ifland,  notwithftanding  the  inconltancy 
of  the  climate,  and  irregularity  of  living, 
it  will  produce  the  efFecfls  that  I  have 
hinted  at  above  in  this  enquiry,  if  prepared 
and  given  in  the  following  manner. 

To  three  ounces  of  the  farfaparilla 
root,  as  frefli  as  it  can  be  procured,  not 
fpoiled  with  age,  worms,  fea  water  or 
moifture,  add  three  quarts  of  river  water, 
and  bring  it  to  boil  immediately  in  an 
open  vellel,  (I  always  ordered  a  copper  one) 
and  let  it  boil  away  to  two  pints  of  the 
flrained  liquor,  that  is,  to  about  two 
pounds  avoirdupoife.  I  fometimes  add  a 
little  liquorice  root,  to  make  it  more  pa- 
latable. This  quantity  I  give  at  two  or 
three  dofes,  either  warm  or  cold,  as  it  is 

mo  ft 
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mofl  agreeable,  every  twenty  four  hours. 
Every  other  day  it  muft  be  made  frefh, 
and  what  is  not  ufed  the  day  it  is  boiled, 
muft  be  kept  in  a  cold  cellar.  I  have 
always  recommended  abftemious  living, 
particularly  with  regard  to  wine. 

With  relation  to  this  difeafe  in  children, 
it  may  not  be  from  the  purpofe  to  ob- 
ferve,  that,  on  the  credit  of  Harris  de 
Lue  Venerea,  I  feveral  years  ago  gave  it 
in  powder,  and  in  decodlion  at  the 
fame  time  :  hut  hitherto  I  cannot  boaft 
of  its  having  radically  cured  the  com- 
plaint, probably  becaufe  mercury  had  not 
been  ufed  before,  or  becaufe  the  children 
did  not  perfift  long  enough  in  the  ufe 
of  it.^ 

I  have 

*  I  have,  fince  the  above  was  written,  learned  from 
more  experience,  that  the  youngeft  children  may  have 
the  difeafe  rooted  out  by  mercurial  fridtions,  if  ufed 
very  gently,  and  continued  for  a  long  time,  according 
to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient. 


I 
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I  have  fome  reafon  to  believe,  but  have 
not  hitherto  had  experience  fufficient  to 
determine,  that  thofe  rheumatic  com- 
plaints (I  call  them  fo  becaufe  they  ap- 
pear as  fuch)  which  are  fo  common,  and 
fo  obftinate,  after  a  mercurial  courie,  may 
be  cured  by  ftrong  decodlions  of  farfapa- 
rilla.  I  give  this  hint,  becaufe  there  are 
■few  difeafes  that  refift  more  the  power  of 
medicine  than  this ;  fo  obftinate  indeed  it 
is,  that  oftentimes  it  will  not  yield  to  a 
fe.cond  mercurial  undion. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  obferving,  that  the 
root  confifls  of  two  parts ;  the  firft,  which 
is  thick,  dry,  hard,  and  woody  ;  and  the 
other,  which  Aftruc  calls,  the  flagellie, 
which  grow  out  of  the  thick  part  to  a 
great  length,  and  are  foft,  more  fucculent, 
and  mucilaginous.  The  former  in  decodion 
is  rather  difagreeablej  the  latter  not  often- 
five,  and  is  the  part  I  would  be  under- 
flood  to  mean  in  this  papery  although 

I  have 
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I  have  reafon,  from  fome  trials,  to  believe 
,that  the  woody  part  is  not  inferior  in  vir- 
tue, where  the  ftomach  will  bear  it :  per- 
haps too  it  might  be  ufefully  combined 
with  the  other  5  but  this  I  muft  leave  to 
be  determined  by  future  experiment. 

THE  END. 

N.  B.  Since  the  Note  on  the  fwelled  teflicle  was 
printed,  (p.  44J  I  have  found,  in  Dr.  Layard's 
Effay  on  the  Bite  of  a  Mad  Dog,  publifhed  in 
1762,  mention  made  of  the  Mumps,  with  the 
Hernia  Humoralis,  as  a  fymptom,  having  been 
endemical  among  the  Eflex  militia  quartered  in 
the  town  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  months  of  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  April,  1760. 
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